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Scripture as ſpoken by God) as concerning him- 
elf; not only becauſe, they have the greateſt 
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its time. And ſo again, 
4thly, If we look at. the more immediate Ob- 


| L ects of our Senſes ; here, uch a Scene openeth 

on every fide around us, às cannot but irike us 

with Wonder and Admiration. The Light, and 
the common Air ( which are every one's Proprie- 
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repleniſhed with the Riches. of divine Bounty. 
2 And ſo is the great and wide Sea alſo, wherein 


ſtraint of its proud Waves, ſo as not to turn a- 
gain, and cover the Earth; all this plainly ſhews, 


952 UL Ws | ad how bis Fiifteps are not known, 


ous, as ſcarce to have any bounds, or it is, at 


Ind, 1 e the Eye of the Body, can ſee almoſt 


py . every Ang beſide itſelf; yet the Soul of Man is — © 


not ſo ſhort-ſighted, in our preſent lapſed State, 
but it can contemplate its own Operations, in 


mate us, and diſtinguiſned us from all other 


* 


EX 'rals; ſo that we muſt confeſs, that ug Earth is | 


are l things innumerable, both ſmall and 
And beſide, its concealed Riches, and its 

king. and flowing, . periodically, and for the 

moſt” part regularly; and the Check and Re- 


that God's Way is in the Sea.” aid bis Paths in_the © 


1 Gu Finally. eg and to. bring this . 
: Liter fo a Concluſion, (for this Subject is ſo co- 


Teaft, as extenſive as oh hs. created Nature her- 
- felfis;.) if we view the Microcoſm, or the World | 

—_ 3 Linle, (i. e.) turn our Eyes homeward, a 

= our ſelves 3 though the Eye of the 


ſiome meaſure, and by virtue of the Powers of 
Perception, and Reflection, of Compoſition, * 
> viſion, and Argumentation, ſo as to diſcover, 
that Man in his Origin was made little lower 
than the Angels of * and far above the 
HBeaſts which periſh; as being his Off. ſpring who 


ſublunary Creatures, by e enduing us with that 
ipark of divine Light, (as an Heathen could 
1 jel the ee Au. * 10 Again, as to - 

1 „ the 4 


. 


De Exiſtence f a GOD. 9 
the . or e Cabinet of the Soul for a 8 E N05 
time (till Death breaks that Union; I Hi 

ſo beautiful a Figure and; Contexture is the whole goway 
Body under a ſingle: Appearance,. and. of ſo ad- 
mirable a Symmetry and Proportion, is each 
art to other, or in relation to the whole earthly 

5 ND Oe ; that a Man of Underftanding mult . 

_ confeſs with holy David, That be is fearfully and 
wonderfully made, and curiouſly wrought in the lows 
* = part of the Earth, {or in the Womb, Plalm. 

CXESIE.. . His 15. And. conſequently, that he 

Works. of the Lord are great, worthy to be- ra 1 
and eſteemed, and - ſo done, as that they ought 1 be 
bad in remembrance, | Pſalm cxi. 2, 3, 4. So cer- 

ain and true is it, hat the inviſible. Things of God. 

even bis eternal Power and Godbead, are = ly. ſeen 

D be Things made, . or in the. Glaſs, of the — 

3 ey, Rom. i. 20. And that God. is, or there 2 
II a2 God, yet further appears, from 1 
IT; birdly, The Conſent of Mankind conſequent —_— 

to, or grounded on the Reaſon, and the Nature n 

of Things (as before.) As there never was any 

Is thing, w x. 2 upon a more general Tradition, 

oer with ſo univerſal a Conſent was received, aſ- 
ſented unto, or believed, as the Being of a God, 

5 hath been acknowledged by all 8 even 
tom the Beginning until now. The Writings of 
the more learned and polite Heathens, ſuch as 
Plato, Socrates, Tully, and Seneca, afford abun- 

dant Teftimonies to confirm. the Exiſtence of Ws 

- God over all; yea, there is neitber Speech nor + 
: Language, but their Voices are ¶ to the ſame pur 

poſe] beard among them, So that their Sound i: 

== © gone out into all Lands, and their Words into. the = 

= | "x "Ends of the Earth. For vox diverſa fonat, Popu- ü — 

BS | Hons N vor tamen un; As the Poet als, in _ += 


* [i * 0 F OE c * * de . 2 * 4 F * * * * 9 8 9 * * * TT 120 8 = * ä a . ** " * n " 
TXT” + 5 . my 9 — * 9 n "i * * \ ” N Sh by. ; 0 8 3 Z * FD 0 KY p; AS N . 
LY * 4 — > * * . WEE - 0 \ l — J FA * 
* bd % * $ 6 GE; * 1 N : 
WH es Og « n 
n * « Aft. * s * - 1 x . 5 4 —_ : 
7 "8 on b 2 * * £2 . 4 J _— p , 
» r N © £4 & i, 5 ; , 9 R 2 „ 
2 , Ks be . * FRA.” * 7 , N * 3 3 8 1 „ 4 g 8 A 5 
" $, - N * *4 þ , : £ j n ; * L * 4 q % e 5 * x . 
5 aA $2 4 1 N x. Bo Ts NL A "7 g 7. 55 1 MEG Tt . X "£5.48 . ; * * 
4 4 K « MP ; D 3 
5 9 4 8 L 7 F G £ LIE 5 x T3 Bae 2 4 * 4 
\ of . ** 5 » 8 N * 
Y N 5 9 
* N — 5 r 7 — a 
_ $4 2 : ” 5 . ny 4 . 2 of 7 * * 0 q 
#70 * a * ? 5 48 L201; . * 


8. K R MI. another Sele yet n to what Fi am now 


For, even Parthians,” Medes, and Elamites, 


ww and 8 on, from the Floods to the World's End, 


3 
* 


they do, um ore, with one Conſent, proclaim the 


GOD. Nay, even the ſu itions and idola- 
trous Worſhip of many falſe gods, is what na- 


| turally will pclapplls the Being of the one true 
,  antecedently to the others which are no 
gods. In ſhort, in good Authors of the Gen- 

ftomination, mention is made of not above 
two or three Atheiſts in about four thouſand 
Tears ſpace. And the Sect of Epicurus was not 


numerous, nor of any long Continuance in 
the World. And though moſt Ages and Coun- 
tries have afforded too many practical Infidels, 


Cas we ſee not a ſew ſuch in the preſent Age) yet 
ſcarce any are to be heard of, who are zx profeſſa, - + 


Glory of a ſupreme, ' ſel-exiſtent Being, called 5 


or really ſuch; and were it otherwiſe, as one 4s 


Vaninius was dor at Geneva about two hundred 


Tears ago as a profeſſed Atheiſt; and as two G-. 
thers in the laſt Age f Spinoſa and Hobbs] were 


little (if any thing) better, in Principle, than 
of Mankind a ſmall Number will avail- no bet- 


ter to overthrow an univerſal Conſent to the con- 

| trary, than the rare Appearance of now and then 
Monſter will countervail againſt univerſal hu- 
man Nature. 1 R leads me on 
ö 5 to e EE | 


7 he whom I firſt Mon. yet out of the Bulk . 


Rnd, That, 3 as 2 Wehr Clues þ of 2 
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. 9 hath been hitherto, at large, inſiſted on In- 
F fidelity, or ſpeculative Atheiſm, is, 
Ion of the Thing, utterly inexcuſable; ſo that 
Ko - thoſe, 2 x to Sand aſſent unto 8 

a * of 25 : 47 $ on- 


4 * 4%. BIKE — 1 + $þ * 7 Pl 
p . f 5 


is, in the Rea- 
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1 to be the only true $208} — 


© The Briftenca of 0. 60D: 


kr 


Conviction, are leſt without Excuſe. And as this 8 x R M. 
LF, 


is the Reſult of the foregoing Reaſoning, 2 1 
am miſtaken, if eno s has not already 
aid, to make good. 


ignorare. non poſſis.\ This 

is a Crime, or Offence, of the firſt Magnitude; 

Lor higheſt Degree ] to refuſe: to acknowledge 
can in no wiſe be e It remains that 


6. RY and Laſtly, I ch all up. with ſome 


. feed words of ſerious Exhortation to ftir you up, 
one and all, to believe in God; ſo, as to fear 
him, to worſhip, ſerve, ati obey him; as con- 
ſidering, that he is a „ den- e, them who di- 


ligently ſeek him; and not only ſo, but a God 


„ ſo, who puniſhes the wrong Doers, or all who 
6 50 o on in their wilful Sins without Repentance, 
t 


ing to be reformed. A God he is, to whom 


5 1 and Recompence belong; and there- 
fore he ought to be feared. And for as much as 
the want of that Fear, which is the Beginning of 
Wiſdom, is the Ground of all Immorality, Pro- 


ewe Pa er that — 

8 who can ſee, or, cannot but perceive, from 
Scripture, from ſound. Reaſon, — Experience 
alſo, unleſs they give the Lie to their own Con- 
ſcience, and x hard / againſt all Conviction, 
are for ſo doing Di dnt, and being ſo, 
how can they — to be acquitted at the great 
Tribunal of Heaven? Seeing, according to a 
noted SITS. of St, Cyprian, Har ſumma. ft da- 
lidti nolle agnoſcere 


phaneneſs, and practical Atheiſm 5 ſo no wonder is 15 


it, if an unholy, bad Life, carries ſuch Miſcre- 


ants further, even to deny the Lord who made 


them. To prevent any of you from being ſtag- 
. W Unbelicf, Auſt, ſer de Lord dl. 
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And fifthly, 


moſt worthy of him, 


in whom you do live, 
have your 


ing. © Thirdly, read the by 
| them carefully; Meditate 
alſo on them Day and Night; Theſe ſacred Books 


* % 


afford the beſt Amulet againſt the ſpreading = 
the noiſom Air of Infidelity and Scepticiſm, Nhat 

like the Peſtilence, deſtroyeth not 'a few at the ER 
Noon- day. Next, ſourthly, avoid the. Society. | 
as much as you can) of Rk! Fools, who not | 


only make a Mock at Sin, but even at God alſo. ä 
-againſt their Wickedneſs, ang 

learn none o their ways. Sixthly, beware, r 
away by their Error, ye fall from yout- 
own Sedfaſtneſs in the Faith. And laſtly, look «| 


up unto the Lord who made all things for him 
ſelf. His is the Greatneſs, and the Power, ang 
| the Glory, and the Majeſty. And therefore, Jet | _ 
us join in Conſort with he” bleſſed Spirits above. 
in finging Praiſes to che Lord God Omnipotent,  *+*| 
Saying, Allelu ab, Amen. Bleſſing, and Glory, anus 
Wiſdom, 'a Thani ving, Honour, Power, and | _ 
Mæbt be unto our Cod, Tor ever and « ever. Amen, . 
„„ — R 3 o pheabos 8 © 
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1 Fl 4 1 ao 4 4 A 825 — Z — a * 0 171 ; 5 | 3 
3 N a late Diſcourſe upon. the former Part: of « 8 E RM. 
— the Verſe, I told you, that the Apoſtle ha- II. "I 

|: . ving givena Deſcription, of Faith in gene- * = 

nal. (Verſes 1, 2.) did dechire withal the Ne- = 

= * ceſſiry. of it, in Verſe the 6th, (juſt before e 
Words now to be conſidered) lis t, That 8 
my evithout Faith it is impoſſible to Pleaſe God, for as bY 

mucb as be uo cometh unto God, muſt believe that © © 

He is: The firm Belief; of the [Exiſtence "of. „„ 


> N or that there is a ſupream Being over als, 

the Creator and Preſerver of all things, being the 
Ifundamental Principle of all Religion, * at : „ 
„5 Natural or Revealed. And upon this Founda 
1 ö proceeds er to ſhew;; mot 
at large, throx This Chapter, the great OO I | 2; 
| _ tives, the excellent Fruits, and the wonderful Ef. 
fects of Faith in numerous Inſtances, in the Times EM 


Yue nay 


4# the hiſtorical Books , &“ 
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82 KM. the Old Teſtament, where the ſeveral Facts re- 
II. ferred unto ſtand recorded Now upon. ſuch e- 
9 vident Proof that God is, it wo ſlender 
| ment to come unto him, ons believe 
in him, or to worſhip, ſerve, and Kg and 
- wholly w devote..qur ſelyes to he at his Diſ- 
poſal, ho is Lord over all, in whiſe Hand every 
Creature is, aud whi, thetefote, 75 the bleſſed and 
only Potemate, the "King of Kings, and Lord of 


Lords, who only hath Immortality, dwelling in the 


| -<which-n0 Man { before he comes to ſee as 

| un rs gn can approach unto ; (1 Tim. 

2 16.) and withal, as being Judge of all 
: th, having Power to fave, and to de- 

Ly then, were it not ſo, that this God 

in whom we are bound to believe, has it as well 

in his Will as in his Power, to reward his faith- 


5 Laws 


N 1L ſtinate Tra "of his ri EIT 
| 1] . would be but ſlender Ene to come to 
N Sod, or diligently not a 
Sod who fo judgeth in che Earth, as eth to re- 

Wurd the Righteous, and to puniſh all the Unbe- 
os Kao ers, and the Workers of Iniquity „Who in defi- 
F his Law. 1 their Sins, 
e to be reformed, or amend. 
then, or rather Admteein char che 


ee Mey; ag of Aue Juſtice 20, + 
In all his Dealings with the Sons of Men; it is 
eflary for all dhe believe in God, at the ſame 


ſeek, ( 5. e.) ſerve; honout, 


4, . ox nt fo bt» God de 


+, 


ful Servants, and to puniſh all the wilful and ob- _ 


—_ : * 84 r ed Over "ally "tis — Cane,” and the Taft 3 


den e —.— alſo, de he is" = Rewander of —=_ 
a ready Heart, and with 4 "We 
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br of the other. This is ſo evident a Tru 
ee Therefore i in the 
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to hon) Vengeance e eee do belong, SAA 
as to all who hate him, and refuſe to walk in his II. 
ways. And all this is What, I conceive, the * 
Words now before us, in expres Terms, or by 

way of Implication, or nece 

do import. And this alſo is what every one, 
who cometh unto God, muſt believe, as another 
Article of the Chriſtiän Creed. And thus, ha- 


"ary Conſequence 


ving opened the Words, I come more particu- 


my, That a a ! We of "a. or ir of 

Man, to render them effectual to anſwer the 
= for which thy are ordained, ( eſpeci- 

in _— neceſſary to Salvales | are are 

wr? Grd by fuch Sanctions, (i. e.) Rewards 

upon Obedience, or Puniſhments upon Con- 


1 ©, tempt, or wilful Neglect, as in Mercy, of 


in Juftice, are the Conſequences of the one, 


_ as requires no tedious or elaborate Werden 


— 8 k 
0 Gs 
4 I E * & 8 5 * + © 4 * 


ee lace, T: hall confirm i it, in relation to 
the Laws of God in particular, by which 


: 3 1 we muſt at laſt expect either to ſtand or to 


fall in the Day of judgment, from the ſa- 
cred Scriptures 3 (i. e.) that God will then 


| Works, whether they are good, or whether 
back. 'To TR. I ſhall add, 


Ti and Laftl, An N Vas, 
N cloſe oF all, ſo to 9 | and on o 5 
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adit to confirm this Point, by pr OI as 


tender to every Man according to his 
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| * 16 = Gut is "i Right Jude e 


„ 1 = they, who ſhall be judged by: the Low : 
: ef Liberty. Jam. 1. 22, 1 am 


3 x OY In a more Sedel 3 that 
+ att Laws, whether of God or of Man, to render 
__ them effeQtual to anſwer the Ends for which they 
are ordained, ( eſpecially in things neceſſary to 
_=_— Salvation) are enforced by ſuch Sanctions, (that 
88) Rewards upon Obedience, or Puniſhments 
upon Contempt, or wilful Neglect, as in Weer. 
vᷓ̃ in Juſtice, are the Conſequences of the one, or 
bol the other, The more general Purport and In- 
west of Laws, of whatever kind they are, is by 
4 | ue per Means, or by ſuitable. Sanctions, to 1 | 
ce fuch, whom. they are intended to oblige, 
yield a ready and willing Obedience to ſuch Laws 
as are made by a legal and competent Authority; 
for the Benefit and d good Order of the gove 
Society. Some of Heathen Moraliffs indeed 
have affirmed, as that Virtue is its own Reward, 
or a Reward of itsſelf; ſo, conſequently, on the 
other hand, that a diſorderly and a vicious Courſe 
of Life, is uſually attended with torment and 
miſery enough. Bur alas! were this all; that ei- 
= ther good Men were to expect, or that bad Men 
add to fear, it would afford but a a poor Encou- 
magement; a meager Reward as to the former, 
and an ineffectual Reſtraint, or Check upon the 
Alͤ.tter, in order to ſtop him in his careet, and 
much leſs then to —_ or bring him to him- 
| „ elf. But to ſet this matter in a due Light: If 
© every reaſonable Being muſt, in all good Reaſon, | 
= be endued with a Liberty of Choice, or of a a 
Will to chuſe, as well as with an Underſtanding | 
=_— | HO, to . and one to os il, 


, 1 


7 1 


"Mp in ml the 1 and in refaling that 8 x R Ma. 
Which is hurtful, and difagreeable ; At if . 5 


ſuch ty be by ent with the Goodneſs, LY 
Wiſdom, and Juſtice of God, the ſin upreme Law- wa” 


_ giver, (as no doubt it is) it will Renn hence fol- 
low, that the Sanctions of God's Laws are neceſ- 


fary to induce an Obligation to Obedience to ſuch 
Laws, by Rewards and Punifſhments, as the End 
r firft is ro encourage a ready Complyance z 

> Deſign of the latter, is to deter Men from 


Sin. And whereas, the Sanctions of God's Laws 
are like the Laws. themſelves, eternal and immu- 


table, becauſe God is ſo; on the other hand, 
the Promiſes and Threats relating to the preſent 


9 55 Life, are, moſtly, conditional, and therefore mu- 
table, as Circunmiſtances may, and often do vary. 


This is plain from many places of Scripture, as 
particyfarly in the xviiith ef Jerem. 7, 8. At 


bat tim (faith God) 7 ſhall ſpeak concerning a 
Nag, and concerning a Kingdom, to pluck-up, and 


pull down, and 0 deſtroy it. Tf that Naliom a- 


| gain whom I have proclaimed turn from their evil, 


Lo repent of the evil J. thaught to do unto them. 
As on the contrary Part, if any fall away into 
bad Courfes, how ſuch will fore their Ræward. 
3 in the two following Verſes of chat 
All which is largely confirmed by 
ask, Chap. xviii. and the 33d Verſe. So that 
g confiſtently with the Mercy, Goodneſs, and 


 Fuftice of Gol) one may, from what has been 


id, in a general Way conclude with the ;Pſalm- 


It, and tay, Perily there is a Reward for the 


Righteous : Perily, he is a God | that fudgeth in the 
, Pfal. Iii. 11. I now ee io i the 
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= * 85 God is the Rghtengs Judge 
Ks 3 2440 * 11 DEF ob a 
s E 45 * e _ T Wl what 02. been ſaid of 
the GinAtons of all thoſe. Laws in eneral, or of 
V the Necellity and Utſcfulneſs ' of Rewards, and 
- Puniſhments, (as before was faid; ) more eſpe- 
cially with regard to the Laws of God, as ac- 
cording to Mens Obedience thereto, or their 
will Tranſgreſſions thereof, they muſt expect 
75 ſtand or fall at the laſt Day _ God ſhall, 3 
y the Man Chriſt Jeſus, — the World in 
WK ightecuſneſß, or Jo as to render to every Man 
(and Woman] according to their Doings, or 
Works, whether good, or whether bad, Rem. 
xiy. I 2. And here, 1 Tall firſt lay down this 
08-2: Scriprure-ground to reaſon upon, in what 
follows; (iz. ) That God, in relation. to his 
Prom es: and Threats, is both merciful and gra- 
cious, faithful and. juſt, in all his Doings, £5] 
and Dealings by, the Sons of Men; that his 
Ways are not (as) our Ways; that the "Judg "*"." 
all the Earth cannot but do right: : Tea, though 
he hath ſaid, Tat be hath mercy. on tubom be will 
have, MErcy,. and, whom be will he hardeneth z yet 
All there is mercy with God, .that be may. be feared. 
_ And let no Man preſume to aſk, How theſe things 
* tan be? For, the ſecret. things 45 beloug unto the 
ard our God, but thoſe 2 5 which are revealed 
belong i us, Deut. xxix. 29. Upon which 
be ee 1 come, ſecondly, further yet to con- 
firm the Certainty of Rewards and Puniſhments, 
purſuant to the divine Laws, which ſtand upon 
Record in the Books of the Old and New. Teſ- 
5 tament, which are glven by Inſpiration of God, 
Who is the bleſſed and only Potentate, the. TO: of 
= . Kings, and Lord of Lords, 1 Tim. vi. 15. NW 
CT LR ks will reward 5 who ein — 1 


W 


2 Him; po fi th 155 

puniſh all wrong Doers, and avenge him of all 
2 Enemies, wicked and ungodly Sinners, who / 
- live i in Diſobedience to his Laws, and die with- 


90 U 337 Dek vor.) 8 


out Repentance, no Chriſtian (ſurely) can doubt 


# this, who believes the Scriptures to be the Word 
of God. It is obſervable then, that the very 

| firſt Law God gave to Man, or put him under, 
wes in a State of Innocency, (which by the 


„ ſhews, how our firſt Parents were made able 


1s fand, though at the ſame time, free to fall) 
I ſay, the firſt Law God gave to Man was a pe- 


nal Law, for tranſgreſſing whereof, they, and we, 
and all their Poſterity, became ſubject to Sin, 
and to Death, Gen. ii. 16, 17. The moral Law 


of God given to Moſes on the Mount, Exod. xx. 
as to the ſecond and third Commandments, was 


enforced by Reward and Threats; and the fifth 


was faid by St. Paul to be the frſt Command- 
ment (of the ſecond Table, that is) with Pro- 
miſe. And after the giving that Law, in their 
| Paſſage through the Wilderneſs towards the Land 


of Promiſe, the Almighty, to keep them ſted- 


fſt in his Covenant, did not only encourage his 
3 People thereunto, by a great Variety of Bleſ- 
ſings temporal, Deut. xxvui. from Verſe the 3d, 

| to Verſe the 15th. And to ftrike them with 


Terrors of all kinds, ( as very well adapted to 
the Genius of that Peo ple) God did alſo denounce 


heavy Judgments, or Curſes againſt them, in 


caſe they would not hearken unto the Lord their 


God, to obſerve to do all his Commandments, 8 
and his Statutes : As you may ſee in the Chapter 

I laft referred you to, from Verſe the 16th to 
the 21ſt, and ſo onward. And, for the Reafon'I 


oy, 


"= before, were the Promiſes and bas: 
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1 in.) 
E wi by Meflias the King: 

and E Lor im- 
Lil. o Light thro ugh, the Gabe. In the 


While, though 175 = People, whilſtthey 
' lived | in We bene to God's Laws, and NY 
| God with a. pe Peri: [dr an pris] Heart, and 

} With NE willing 


Lind, were diſtinguiſhed by many 
Ggnal Marks, of the Almighty 5 Favour and Pro- 
8 from, and above, all other People under 
eaven ; vet when · they rebelled againſt God, and 

F A; Idols, and became abommable in their 
r then the Wrath of God was poured out upon | 
; and ſo heavy, were ithe.Judgrhents which 


4 yg inflicted on whole who deſpiſed him, that he 


- curſęd gar very Bicfſiogs, - Malachi li. 2. In El 


1 ot of his Order, but even of the other 5 2 


Word, 


2h Pl. 


We 


Pro het Dama, as tO the Meaſure of 8 0 
Rewards ard Puniſniments, or their being ever- 
Jaſting, or beyond the Confines of the -preſent 
'Life,; 118 „a to Gut- ſtrip or exceed, not only 


of the Old Teſtament. When he ſaid, Chap. xii 
2. That many, vr all .of them "obo, ſleep © n the 


EIT the: Kurth, Pall atcake 3. ſome to yoerloſting 


and ſome 10 Shame, and everlaſting Cotemmtt. 
= Slog What 1 aid. even now is more i | 
Ae under the Goſpel. Diſpenſation, by 
Chriſt, che Angel of the new, and better, 
rant of Grace and Truſs 2 and by his, Evan- 9 75 
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Proofs of che eternal. Duration 
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: eſtament. But I ſhalf at prele nt content 
5 "af with ſome few only, which T conceive 


a full Propt of the Eternity 
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5 prefer LY 18 Nt: and ended. Thu: 
gment 18 commit K 

ae given an account vl 

the (ary Ft 19 1 . e Ay t B 805 and 


de Rightrow apd EAR 
s away inis everlaſting Puniſhment, 5s on Ragh- 
An Fase eternal; 2 10 ard ſeparated, 1 60 then 
55 for ever, by the Sentences. of. Come ge 
| Heſecs and go oe curſed, ver. 34, 41. AY 
1 verily, 13 ts 2000 (gig Je us) che 


Ka Son 14055 4 bear Hall live. 
all that are in 7 7 ſhall bear his Eoice 
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» ie, ReſurreFion of Life ; and they, 2 bave done 
1 85 \ unto _the Reſurrection of Bound n, Joun v. 
|: 3: From, all which 1 it is obvious to gather, 
fit, that ee certainly. 9 87 Fay * Jo 
Te 6 and Retribugion, in w an, 
the Lo | Jeſus, all; judge the \ Vorld 1 Ri gh- 
uſt 1 1 — that 8 All (Mankind) 
3 appear before bis Fudemens Seat 5 that every 
RM i, may receive the Tong done in his (or her * 8 
= - . 0 
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Other ee ) are mapy in the 
& Miſery cf : in another State, | 
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Wick : 
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in, 
Hour is com og, Le ad ſhall hear the Vaice 


425 py! come farth.: the), Who have done 290d, to 


- 1 N 4 F = " 
ö 5 % 
” . I Ne 2 4 
- * 
e 8 [> F 
x 3 14 n © : 
F ry 4 a 


35 


F Ce inthe Miah de 
SER 7H according to what he (or ſhe ) bath done, whe- 
II. ther it be good or bad, 2 Cor. v. 10. That.third- 
ly, God is not only a Rewarder of thoſe, who 
- » dilis gently ſeek him; but as to ſuch. who ktiow 
him not, but a 1. Anal, and given to Fraud and 
1 Injuſtice, the Lord will be the Avenger, of all 


= ſuch, 1 The i iv. 55 6. And now it N re- 5 
EMA in the Toy 


yt; 2 - 


"Third and Laft al Wha Hats + kn at 5 
60. that I exhort you ſo to ſpeak, and ſo to do, 
as they who ſhall (at laſt) be Judged by the Law 
Liber, (i. e.) the 'Goſpe, or Evangelical 
ww. Conſider then, I beſeech you, that a Day 
of Doom will affuredly come; but that as to the 
preciſe Time, nothing is more uncertain, for 7 | 
: that Day and Hour knoweth no Man, nor Angel, 
but the Father only. And therefore, let us, being 
at ſuch Uncertainty of our Lord's Coming, do, 
as the five wiſe Virgins in the Parable did, who 
that they, at the midnight. Cry, might be ready 
to g out, and to meet the Bridegroom, took 
Oil in their. Veſſels with their Lamps, and at the 
aull, aroſe and trimmed their Lamps, and went in 
—_ "01th the Bridegroom- (as being ready) unto the 
=. Marriage, Matt. xxv. 10. To conclude, Watch 
=. therefore, ( faith our Saviour) becauſe you know - 


err what Hour your Lord cometh. Be ye there- 
po ready, for in Juch an Hour as ye think not, 
be cometh; who then is a faithful Seavant?' Let 


him arch and pray, for bleſſed is that 8 ervant 
_ whom bis Lord, when he Tometh ſhall 4 nd fo rings 


7 8 Now may Almi r God of his gracious 7 
1 aden be c thortly to accom - 
i * | . N SSC" 9 i” 
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his Ele&, and to 8 E R M. 

. 4 e haſten his Kingdom; that we, with all II. 

. «© who ate departed in the true Faith o 
« « holy Name, may have our perfect Con- 
cc ſummation and Bliſs, both in Body 


cc pliſh t 
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A. - in his Eternal Glory, through Jeſu | 
=; EE: riſt our Loid: To whom, with we 
5 Father; and the Hol Ghoſt, Ge. N ; 
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1 CHRON. XXIX. . 


Thine, 0 Lord, 75 the Greatneſs, and the 


Power, and the Ghry, and the Viclory, 
and the Majeſty: for all that is in the Hea- | 
ven, and in the Earth, is Wine; Thine is 


: i Kingdom, Oo Lord, and Thou art ex- 


nad as H ead above all.” 


[ESE Word awe 2-Part of King 
David's Supplication, and Thankſgiving. 
to Almighty God, when that pious 


VV Y Prince had, as well by his own bountiful Libera- 


lity, as by his 5 Reaſoning, engaged 
the chief of the Fathers and Heads of the Tribes 
of Mael, and the military Officers of his King- 


dom, very largely to contribute towards the build. 
ing of a Temple of the Lord at Jeruſalem; and 


and that (after. "David's Time who having been a 


Man of Blood) by his Son and Succeſſor King 
Solomon, by God's ſpecial Command, Chap. xxviii. 
6. Now upon this ſolemn Occaſion, King Da. | 


vid, with 52 People, as not ao rejoice with 
. „ great 


| 0f a Gimerdl 


the Lord before all the C and; that, 
in the higheſt Flights of an inſpired, and ve 
—_— e, from Verſe the. iotk to Verſe 

the 1th. From al which moſt ſublime. Charac- 
ters, and appropriate 


- Alenighty, Omoitciem, 


ry where preſent, 


| greats) Foy l, it in mag, ü ber priged) Sn x ws 


11 aa k 


ws of the Lord God 
re enumerated in . it will, (I hope) 


— to the Evidence of a Demonſtra- 5 


nion, that the Lord our Maker and Preſerver, is 
| fo far-from Wh 9 umactibe 


Fad 


0 bf GoPs Pio —— viſible-in all 


„ (as 
57 that che manifeſt 


Places, and over all the Creatures; even to the 


taking Care of Oxen, of the young Ravens, and the 
Elac all things living with his inexhauſtible Bun- 
ty: and 1 — the Words nau before us 


vil make out (as they fully aſſert) the Truth 


of: a general Providence: Which is What, in dif- 
courſing on them, I ſhall do 


my making Proof of what in general Veven ͤ now 


| Endeavour to 
— Hluftrate, and to cemfitm allo, And in order to 


faid, I ſhall in my following ITY N i 


* 


in-this Method or Order, — 455 


TY 1 l to Abe 20 
from Scripture and ſound Reafen alſa, 
that ever ſſnet Gad made the World by his 


5 Almighty! Ptwer; Ele has been pleaſed ſo 


1a; to govern, ſuſtain, and ſupport the Frame 


ad | of uni verſal Naturez and ſo to order, guide, 
5 and direct all Things and Events therein, 
wie as may 
| 0 Mont to the Preſervation of the whole 
ny HANS and of all its conſtituent Parts; till 


. 
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N Nen 


beft-ſer forth His on Glory, and 


Hz 1. Is diſſdlve their Unity, 5 


"S * 
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"ft. 
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Sun 


| ov 423 . ern ; 1 #76852 8 2 T i * | x 15 ie; . 171 
ane and void of 2 


ſon, the 2 of the Epicurean Inſi- 
nodern; is, who af- 
(according. to them) 
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0% 4 0 eneral Providence, \ 


b nden die End of all Things ſhall come. vob 
2 wot to dne, | 


5 
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EE 


ere be How 


0 both antient and 
eee as all Things: 
were firſt made, and ſet t er by meer 

Chance, no no body could ever tell, either how, 


5 5 : or toben: So, they continue (ay they) to act 


by 4 blind Fate, or Neceſſity, without any 
impulſive: Cauſe, or without being directed 
V5 cited any determinate End. To wen Tal 


pd +> 
FRY ; 25088905 ach [Us 150 acl 
* #5 4 A db * #3 2% . ws +} 418 43 Y 2&8 & 1 9 r 1 
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: 180 SY = { D 5 5 U — \ Eg FL I 
weh, Some fe ew —— ſrom the Stn 
courie'; "and e ſhall cloſe wy up, 


63 i ME a general Providence over all, as may 


$f; 1 lirw 
Leb, Wich e ſacks Reflections, ee 5 


be à Confirmation of _ © Argument I'now | | 


g e . Aer vin 


1 3 | al 4 
# 7 97 eye bo 
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Fiel, 1 am to ſhew you! upon kind Grounds 
"thee Belief of a general Providence over all, 


eee L chr thar 


granting there is a God, [ a moſt powerful, in- 
relligent, and ſelf-exiſtent- Being] w 

and ever ſince preſides over all Things 3 the Be- 
lief of a watchful Providence over the univerſal 


World, cannot, with any Colour of Reaſon, be | 
denied. Becauſe this God is 6mniſcient, and eve- 


* where preſent; and conſequently, not only 
ty underſtands the Nature of all the Works 


which Himſelf hath made; but alſo views, and ſees 
through the whole Chain of Cauſes; and ſets eve- 
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o firſt made, 


euer oll Ga, , 2% 


| A in Motion alſo; not only ſo, but guides Sr R 1. 
and directs . ſuch Motion alſo, to its ap- III. 
. pointed End. Having premiſed this, in gene- Æ | 
J make way for two ſpecial Arguments 
= | whereby I am to prove a general Providence, | 
both from Scripture, and by ſound Reaſon. alſo. 
As to Scri ture, in the firſt Place; certainly na. 

Man who believeth the divine Authority of the 

ſacred Books, or that they were given by Inſpira- 

tion of God, can be long to ſeek. for (if he ſearch- 

eth the Scriptures) ſuch full Evidence of a general 
Providence over all, which not only ſupports all 

I. hings in Being; but which, to anſwer thoſe 

Ends, makes a liberal Proviſion alſo, for every 

living Creature; even to not letting a Sparrow 

fall to the Ground without his Cognizance. So 

that there is not the leaſt Thing in the World; 

to which the Providence of God doth not exten 
it ſelf. Mat. vi. 26. 30. Beſides, we do not on- 
* ly, live, and move in Him who gave us our Be- 

| mg; but be giveth us all things richly to enjoy: 

and Ie 15 ordereth and 1 Doeh all Events, ĩð 
as to make every thing to Vork together for Gd A 
to them who love Him, to them who are the 
Called according to His Purpoſe, Rom. viii. 28. | 
Though the Books of both the Old and New- _ q 
Teſtament do abound with numerous Proofs of - 
the Being of a general Providence, yet to avoid 6 
being over , tedious, . I range ſome of the more 
plain and obvious Texts in Proof thereof, under 
theſe three following Heads. (viz.) Firſt, That 
God being the ſovereign Lord over all His Crea- 
tures, .is armed with ſupream Authority, as being 
the high, and lofty one, who inhabiteth Eterni- 
ty, and conſequently, the only Potentate, at 
whoſe Diſpofal 2 * thing is. Second ode 


af Providence, 
"Wilton and” 


IT. clitie n to take the Government o the U- 


N I niverſe into bis own Hands, as „ beg „ene 


„ + # 


Res Power of the Alwig] hty tbe 1055 1 1 
may ſo ſpeak) to execute 18 univerſal Dominion 
6yer all, according to his own Will and Pur 
For, lat © is the Lord, La worthy to be.p praiſed, 
ea, his Power is infinite. B irſt, AS to the 
frm Authority of God 95 alt his Creatures ; 
dr that this his everlaſting Dominion over all, wi 
ſpeal ans ws Providence, 1 conceive the following 
| afford an evident Proof. Thus Melchi/s- 
ac ſaid, Bleſſed be Abram of the moſt high God", Poſ- 


1 ; the Words of my Text are to the. afore- 
aid Intent, has already Nan ſhewn. "The Lord is 
King for ever and every Pfalm 2X: 16. Again, T 


| know, that the Lord is Great, and above all. Gods, 
and that <ohatſnever tbe Lord Pleaſed, that He did, 
* Heaven, and in the Earth, in the Seas, aud all 


deep Places, Pfalm cxxxv. 37 6. 7a, It is be 


zaho appointed 1 the Ordina nces Heaven 420 Earth, 


Ba XXXW. 35, Thus huchaduezzar, when 


was reſtored from a brutal to a reaſonable Na. 
ture, Bleſſed the moſt High, who Hoeth for ever aud © 


ever, whoſe Dominion 15 an everlaſting Dominion, 


and. who doeth Fo ng to. his Will, and none can 
fey. bis Hand,” or #2. & 120 him, "what deeft T 
35. 


iv. 34. nce more, The inſpired Pen- 


"men of the new Teſtament aſſert the ſame ; for 


' Jnffance, All things were created by Him, and for 


n, and He is before all Things, and by Him all 
8 5 . Things zon/it, that in all Things he mi 1 have the 
; Hrereminence. Col. i. 16, 17, 18. But to pro- . 
bY * Becond! 95 The — "Wiſdom = 1 
- Gooey „ 
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Heaven. and Earth. And how full and Z 


kak 4 wn iS . 


Un had: nn 0 Sn 
take the Government of the Univerſe into his III. 
own Hands. And'this, <q Dult not) the.follow- Wy 


ing Texts (f rightly. underſtood and duly apply- 
ed) will ſufficiently male ee Thus Solomon 
obſerves, ithat though there are many Devices in 
Mass Heart, pet. ibe Coumſel : abe Lord, that a 
Prov. xix. 22. Goh Min knous no 
r ; His Eyes are in every Place beholding tie 
Evil, and the Good ; and all Things are —— and 
penbil before him His Goodniſs alſo, like himſelf, 
is infinite. e is good, and aww any he doetbGood, 


Palm exix. 68. O / the Depth then both of the Wif- 


vom iand;Knowledge of God 3 Are his 


FJudpęments; and bis Was 1p ſt finding" out! For f 
Hum, err throu; er vey 1 Z 


4t0'a8hom be Glory for ever. Amen, Rom xi. 3g, 
36. Again, | Laſtly, God's Almighiy and bound- 


Re} zes Power (in Comjurdtion with his other above- 
mentioned Attributes) is what enables him to ex- 


keute his · univerſal Sway and Dominion according 
to his own Will and Purpoſe. -Thus -the Todi 1 
and the Earth may (well) be glad; thereof. 


Aa, Let ul Theſe wbocfeok Thee," O Lord! baglad - 


in Thee: Let them 'who love thy Salvation, ſay on- 
tinually, The Lord be magnifyed, Iſaiah xl. 16. Fur 
He is ib great, the mighty God, the: Lord of Hoſts 
is his Name : grrat in Council, and mighty in Monts 
| (dndawhiſe yes are 70 aepon all the ways f tbe 
_ Sons 'of Men) to give to every ons according io bis 
Mays, and the Fruit of his Dings, Jerem. Nxxii. 
418,19. Ina Word, by this boundleſs Power of 


de (Allinighty if cometh, That ul Things f without © 


* 


-ahy Jenſible Alteration or -Decay ]- continue: a5-they 
were, from the -Bepinning of the Creation. And 


, e eee He 1 5 
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E ot ving (as FT | 
made it appear, ; that theres a general Providence 

55 n governing, e OT - 
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+ At remains that d os en e ow _ 5 - 
| x + * N 8 * Wr 3 We FR. KD 8 IS, 8 i | 
| _— al 3.4 appeal in few Words, unto all the | 
1 85 Reaſon-of Mankind; upon the before mentioned 
_ _- Eonfiderations both of the Nature and Attributes 
off God, But here, I conceive, much ed not | 
: > er ſaid, it obſervable i: 2:7 
£415) That the Belief of a ariden 6. 
. pecial) is a neceflary Conſequence. of the Belief |} © 
the of a God: The former. TR — 
5 and as clear, and full an Evidence, as tl 1 
85 And therefore 0 814 ö 
i 2. It is farther ob ble, chat Tara. of | 
led the gen Providence of the Al. 
mighty in Queſtion, | 55 


ats, in all whoſe Thouphts God i, Be 
whom it would De well, if there were no God to 
m avenge himſelf on them, as well for their Infſide- 
llity, as for their evil Lives, (unleſs repented of, 
and reformed before they SpA ag Seve? 7.) Þ» 
Once more, and to conchide this Particular. 1 


= 1 Fs ac . can be more abſurd and con- =_ - 
= on of 1 of eur ae e Fee-thirikers now . 
. * d Jays s. who pretend, That God (to avoid Trou -. 


ble) is wholly indolent, and 2 every Thing 1 
DE to meer Neceſſity, and blind Chance. For accor- — 
ding to the] udgment of the f 
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peaking after the of Men]. 
over; — rule, and direct, all the 
0 9.85 his univerſal. Earily, 1 C48 a 


<«_Heyen, and in, Earth, 
is pollible for 115 ie, 
« and 7 moſt knowing and prudent Man that ever 
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FP have made uſe of, that there-is an all-wiſe Pro. 
vidence preſiding, ruling over, directing, an 
ordering the Affairs of the whole World? I 0 


only as firmly to believe there is a Provldence, as 
we do believe there is a God over all, (and 


Is this 10 From hence we ought to learn, not 


that t 
upon the ſame Grounds of Evidence) but to ſub- 
mit alſo unto. the Government and e 
of Providence, becauſe God hath: not left himſe 


without Witneſs, (no, nor Infidels with any Co- 


lour of Excuſe) in that He: doeth Good, and ſend- 
eth; Rain in its Seaſon, and giveth fruitful both Sea: 


ſons, and Increaſe s, filling Men s Hearts, with uud 


and -Gladueſs,. Acts xiy. 17. Again, 


II. This univerſal; Bounty. of. Frome, ſo 


| viſible every. where, and extending to every, Crea 


: _—_ Ii LI . all good Reaſon Kae 0 excite 
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our Faith, or Patience, or for die Prone of 


our Sins, thereby to bring us nearer to Himſelf: 


thit Which is 
Shir lu, e md 


£7] to all who IK 


F 2 before him ; and * Thing --—- gp: a 


| Girl Gp, Pfilin bexxiv. II. on od ores 
Lash, From what has been Kit, e 


2 diſcover, upon what expreſs Convlidiohs W 


y expect to be taken undier tte Pro- 
* on of peg good. Providence; wiz, F we 


caft our Care upun im (who careth us) whoſe 


- EFanpaſſion 2 not, and whoſe Mercies are over 


erte, ir now orttyremains, that I proceed 


fur Ble to, and in Confirmation of, the very im- 
Porrant Subje& which Phave treated of. 

I. Conſider how: for near Six 'Thouſantl Years 
e the 7 — whe met 
- ennitinue as they were from nning * 
how it is peffible-tt bn en the 


Apen of a a Providence, is as * 
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Seeing none can harm us, if we be Followers of 
Fot, , Gat "is a San, and a. 
2 in bis Gbalhe, patiently p ond B an 


h To dof Who: nb (eme Refleckions 


on to this Day, all Things do 


„ on ME En ee * 


over all Creatures. 


an Almighty and All-wiſe Creator. Again, 


II. Onſider that God, even the Lord Fehouab 
ſittetih inthe Hetvent:- "as Ning 'of King s, An For 5 


e Lords: He pulleth down one, and ſetteth up ano- 
er; In Bit Hand, and at his Diſpoſal, are all 
WF Things, as by Him all Things ſubſiſt, and. there- | 


fore. 5 depend on him, as Rr Firſt Cauſe. 
III. Conſider, that upon Account of Gods . 


vereign Authority over all, and of his Almighty 
Power, that our whole Dependance is upon his 
Bounty: it follows, that the greateſt Princes, as 
well as Men of low Degree, 


That God's Providence is their Inheritance. And 


therefore, * God by his Prophet Jerem. 


chap. 1 ix:'24. *'Let' not the wiſe Man glory in his 
Wiſdom. ns. the mighty Man glory in his Might: 
Let not the. rich Man glory in, bis Riches : But let 


Vim who glorieth, glory in this, That he underſtandeth 
and knoweth Me, that I am Jehovah, who exerciſe 


Loving-kindnefs,” Fudgment, - and Righteouſneſs in 


the Earth : for in theſe Things I ws a ſaith the © 
: Donde! by een with: a” 1 8 0 of oF - 7 
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may truly affirm,- 
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how all Things could come into Being, withoutS E M uo 


he. 


0 God! 90 lee: ai Provider B 


all Things, both in Heaven Ao Earth, we hum- 


. bly: beſcech Thee, to put away from us all hurt- 
coop Things, and to give us ſuch Things as be 
© profitable for Us, through  Feſus 0 7 0 our 
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ted to prove bot abe Exifience | 
and, in Conſoque >nce thereof;: to 
demonſtrate alſo, that > is a general Pro- 
watchful n and ad- 
ring in, the Affairs of the Almighty's uni- 
veiſal F amily, all the World over! Now what 
Lam next, in Order, to undertake; is, to conſi- 
er the fpecial,- or reticular Providence of God, 
which manifeſtly:diſplays, it ſelf, in his govern- 
ing, conſerving, and — a ſufficient Provi- 
fon, for every living Creature; and in his or- 
dering and directing all Events (even to the 
diſpoſimg of ibe Lot caſt in the Lap, Prov. xvi. 33 * 
even the moſt contingent ones; ſo as to. make 
them 


— 


. 


- 
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. 
of His Creatures alſo: And for the 


| kin of a particu 1 
- 'N bg gn Choice of the Words of our Saviour 


your Head are all numbered; Which Words 3 | 
brought in by our Lord, upon the following 


ſhould betray them to the Rage of the then ruling 
Powers, he foretold that they foould be hated of all 

Men, and perſecuted alſo Tom City to City, \for his 

do kill the Body, but are er able a kl the Soul, 


| Reaſon to enforce ſuch his Command (viz.) be- 


| Reaſon: inthe World to think, that in God's E- 
ſteem, they were more worth than many Spar- 


5 pw apply'd the Words before us; I ſhall firſt 


ccced on; and then, ſhall deſcend to ſome parti- 
e we of the ſaid JUN IS Doctrine. Now 
1 3 


his own Ahe wk — 1 5 1. Y 
ter ma- IV. 
lar Providence. (as before) 


now: before us. Are nut 470 Sparrows ſold far ia — . * 
Furthing? and. one of them ſpall. not full e 2 4 
Ground without your Father. But thewery Hains o — = 


caſion. Being about to ſend the 3 5 
to preach the Goſpel only to the loſt: Sheep of the 
Houſe of Jrael; He informed them before-hand; 


What hard uſage they! were to expect from that 
People. "BebolA, (Sal he) 7 Cut yi forthias Sheep 


in the midſt of Wolves, verſe 16.  Andicautioning 
them to beware even of their near Relations, who 


Names Sake. And albeit this was but cold En- 
oouragement, yet he charged them nt to fear thoſe 


verſe 28. And 4 72 intimated this as a cogent 


cauſe they were under the ſpecial Care of God's 
Providence, which extends to . the: feeding and 
preſerving the very Fewls of the Air, and the 
Hairs of their Head; So that they had all the 


_— 1 yea, than their whole Species. But ha- 
ag ſhown how our Saviour firſt treats and 


lay down a; general Ground, or Poſition to pro- 


Pe 


1 
* * 


07 Guts 5 Special Providence, * 


3 Poſition is this: That if the Providence of 
IV. God takes Care of even ſuch Fowls of the Air as 


the Sparrows and Ravens (which are rather miſ- 
chievous than uſeful) how much more then will 
God regard Mankind, made in his own Image? 
And if the Hairs of a Man's Head are not over- 
looked by his Providence, ſurely then, much leſs 
will the Head they iſſue from, be "IN Which. 
Way of — from the leſs to the greater, 
affords us a good Argument for a particular Pro- 
vidence, which extends itſelf unto each individual 
Creature; << fo that there is not the leaſt Thing 
in the univerſal World but what ſhares in the 
Benefit of God's en W over 


60 all.“ This is what 


Wi 8 make ee ey ner 
ing, if, That in Fact it is ſo and then 19 h 
e 245 95 e it is lo ? 


/ 


ene 1 hall make an Inference or two, 5 


h 1 hall kde with frond praftical I Im- 
pProvement which I _— uy ee, =. 
to, But F 5 


E T hat have is a neh Providence 
E governs over each individual Perſon, and 
wWhoſe Eye is over the moſt minute Things in 
Nature, and who ordereth the moſt caſual Events 
to ſome determinate End; I thall attempt to ſhew 
this as briefly as I can, and that in a demonſtra- 
tive Way; Thus: 1½, That fo it is, as I be- 
fore aſſerted, or that there is a particular Provi- 
| dence, in whoſe oe: ry: 8 or 1 
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6 is naked or opened. And 2dly, 1 ſhall ſhew, S E R M. 
1 1 = it is ſo, or how it cannot otherwiſe be. As to IV. 

11 the firſt, That there is a ſpecial or particular Pro- 
"a .  vidence, the Exerciſe of which extends to indivi- 

r dual Perſons, and to the minuteſt Things (as ap- 

8 rs from my Text) and conſiſts in the Govern- 

h ment of all Events alſo, is what, I conceive, may 

, be made appear from the following Arguments 

5 * is to ſay) 

l , As the Grown of all, from the Nane 

g at Attributes of God, the ſupream Governour of 

''Y the World, and of every Thing therein, as being 

| "the Works of his Almighty Hand, and therefore 


tenſive Latitude 
ther Argument we have, 


the Care of his watchful Providence alſo; to in- 
ſpect, order, and direct them, one and all, to 
their appointed Ends, and reſpective Uſes, for 
which they were firſt intended. To which Pur- 
er God 1s ſelf-ſufficient, as being ſelf-· exiſtent in 


imſelf, and infinitely wiſe, powerful, and good : 


and withal omniſcient, and omnipreſent, or com- 
menſurate to all Space, and conſequently his Eyes 
are in every Place, beholding the evil and the 
| good. I fay the Eyes of the Lord, being in eve- 


ry Place, do, at one intuitive View, ſee all f Things 


as in themſelves they are; and his Knowledge 
comprehends all, and his Ways are paſt finding 
e This 'is; be yond all Doubt, the principal 


Argument for a particular Providence in the- ex- 
fore mentioned. A gain, ano- 


2dly, Like unto the former, as flowing bom 


the ſame Fountain of Knowledge; I mean, that 
taken from the ſacred Scriptures which were given 


by Inſpiration of God, Holy Men (of old) ſpeak- 
ing by them, as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt, 


— 1 1 Pet. i. 21. Now in theſe lively Oracles of Di- 
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Sx * M. N we meet Hh line upon line, in 8 
firmation of what I am now making out. But 
8, having! already brought forth not a few Teſtimo- 


. our r Saviour ons. rat us to > PREG God; 10 
ee = 


nies. from the Scriptures whereby to prove a gene- 
"= Providence, think it may ſuffice at preſent, 
only to add a ſew more upon this Occaſion. 
Now that he who made all Things, ſhould go- 
vern, ſupport, and take Care of, every Creature, 
is what is very evident in the facred Scriptures. 
For, faith David, O Lord, all that is in the Hea- 
wvens,.. and inthe Earth, is thine.: Thine i is the King- 
dom, O Lord, and thou art -exalted as Head above 
All, 1 Chron. XX1X./11./. Yea, The Lord is ' King 


for ever and ever, Pſalm Xx. 16. And whatſoever 


he pleaſeth, he doeth, He appointetb the Ordinan- 
ces of Heaven and Earth, Jerem. xxxiii. 23. 80 
that we may fay with 1/ael:of old, Bleſs the Lord 
Gd for ever and ever ! Bleſſed be his glorious Name, 
who alone made the Heavens with. all their Hoſts ; the 
8 and all things therein, and preſerveth them 
„ Nehem. ix. 55 "i In a Word, all things C 
— created by. Him, and for Him, He is before 
all things, - by Him all things do conſiſt. 
Who then can think, That ſuch a Goa as our God, 
mould neglect any of his Creatures? or be want- 
ing to them, either in his Care, Protection, or 
making Proviſion for them? That on the contra- 


1 Y. God: i IS molt gracious and bountiful to all. His | | f 


Family, and in particular to the Sons of Nes. 
F dare appeal 

3dly, To all the 8 of Mank LY and to 
every Man's . perſonal Experience alſo, for the 
Truth of it. And farther; to convince, alt Chriſti. | 
ans of, and to ſhew them on whom they muſt 
depend for a conſtant Supply of the Neceſſaries of 
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er "the EI of a particular 'Providence, . A le ft 
- vwithal, how very contradictious to the for: 


0 ae e ny within Himſelf: wholly 


WE bas, of the Foe, wh having Rid in his 
Heart Tor .impiouſly thought] 055 7s no Cod, 


, JON. or to act, before it had any Being: which 
| groſs Co oneradietion, 4 ot only to Pe ob but 
| bog 90 common Senſe. For, let any one endu- 
ed with ithe one, (yea wins with the, other) but 
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Ie - En 300 

i- 5 be whole Gee 3 vi an agreea- 

ſt dle Hap pony among themſelves, without any 

4 - x Kno ie 805 one ee or conſcious Contri- 8 
iS vince "ter own. It muſt hence follow, that 


ER D 4 : only 


and how very abſurd, as to the latter, it is, to 
ſuppoſe a God without 2 Providence, even as a 


y Thing beſide Himſelf, and 


to conduct themſelves: *by a 
Ablſurgity this! which is near 


Pa imagined, that they made "themſelves ; as if any 
thing had, or poſſibly could have, a Power to 


_ conſider how all 2 54 ge do. act, es = 
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God's wonderful Production of all living. Crea- 
11 well as of Men, in the way of a 5 
B SGeneration, for.almoſt Six 'Thouſand, Vears, may 
S [a $ for 4 concluding Argument as to both 
 * -  ,,, the, preceeding Heads of Diſcourſe (or rather 
the two 4 Ta inſiſted upon under the firſt 


Li Head), bat Jam next to de, is 


1 7 
1 * * . Kc to put „ A 
1 this grand M | e into, but to continue them 
5 _ alſo, 3 in Motion, b ting them ſo unto one f 
= „ as to make them all concur, to. act, for £ 
il "the ood or Preſervation, of the whole. In ſhort, 
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, 5 28 Won tro 
* "Secondly, 'To make an 1 free PE two from 
. 1 has been ſaid. as py” 
l 1, If a Sparrow Dams, fall © on. he Ground 

TM without the Permiſſion, at leaſt, of God's. Provi-- - 
=o © dence We Men, who by his Donation are 2 5 


dinate Lords over all — 4 ſublu 
F - furely are (as our Saviour ſpeaks . 8 my 
1 Text) of more Value than mop He parrows::. And 
= being ſo, I gather from what has been faid, that 
we ought, not only not to repine at Providence, 
Whatever befalls us in this Vale of Mi ery, be- 
cauſe God knows beſt what is fitteſt. for us: but 
we ought in our 50 PE, Es poſſeſs our 
—_ Souls. Again, bell, nor 12hilnos _ 
44%, every 1. 5050 ing „ieh, we; have, 
tte Gift of God's 7 hag freely beſtowed on 
mu? Let ds learn from hence, (as in Puty and 
EF _. _ Gratitude bound) to bleſs, and praiſe God, as for 
_ »s all the ee ad Conveniences of the preſent 
1 N ſo, more e for the Meang of Grace 
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and the Propitiation for our Sins. And 7 


'» {24y and Laſthy, Such, - who are i by 
Scripture, by Reaſon, and their own daily Expe- 
rience, of the Goodneſs: of God unto them, in the 


Land of the living, cannot but ſee, both how 


reaſonable it is to believe à particular (as well as 


a general) Providence; and to depend upon it: 


and how very fooliſh, and e a thing it is, 


for a Man, a Worm, or thing of Nought, to 


cavil at, or ſpurn againſt Providence; z Or, in Ef- 
fect, with the Fool to n or] ſay in his 
Heart, tbere is ub God. But of - this, more may 


be * hereaſter, 1 its proper ack ; Mean | 


while, 1 "FAME e ? 
Thirdly — Loſty. To. * * in a the Cloſe of 


all, a brief Application to our ſelves, in Order 
to ſome practical Improvement, upon this whole 


Matter. Well then, conſidering that it is God 


who made us, and that in him we live and 


move, in whom we have our Being ; we may ra- 


tionally conclude from hence, that God being 
merciful and of great Compaſſion, as well as ſelt- 
. ſufficient, and omniſcient, is alone able to extend 
his moſt liberal Bounty, to every living Crea- 
ture, or Member of his univerſal Family. Let us 
then fear before him, when at any time we fall 
under his Chaſtiſements; and let us love, and 
adore him, for his loving · kindneſſes (many and 
great) beſtowed on us! Yea, Let us, in all E- 
. vents\ truſt in, and depend upon, his watchful 
Providence over us. In ſhort then, In the Day 


of Proſperity rejoice; but in the Day of Adverſily ity 


ef ad. For the former, bleſs the Lord, and 
"make 


this Life, Bot. your Der 
e amif6-of the beſt of 
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* given, all Glory and Honour, - Laud and 
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preſerve you , Pu 
3 terity in the Earth, "and to ſave your Lives 
954 great Deliverance-: So now, it Was 
not e bal {NES me . 5 r = var 
| t * 3 or guiky — in V. 
908 _ .-zA&.. the Land of 4 bt, when their Hearts . 
miſgave them for the Injury they had done him, Eo 
| upon his making himſelf known unto them, = 
oY __ they came a ſecond time thither for noth 3 
KF <upply of. Corn for their Father, a themſelves, -F 
and their Families. Before I come to conſider YAY 
the Words of my Text, I think it requiſite to -Þþ 
Y put you in Mind, -1/, Of the hard and inuman 


Treatment he met with from his vengeful Br. f 
tren; and the Occaſion thereof, in a fort hiſt-ꝛĩ7ß 
_ -rical Account, extracted from. the 37th, Aa. -- oo 
oo RN | 39t 5 42 
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5 ER u. 18 and following Chapters of Geneſis. And 
| then 24y, 1 ſhall ſhew you the Meaning, and 
ges Impqrtance of the Words. As to e if, 
eo or the Occifion (unjuſtly taken by his Brethre . 
it was Joſeph's Two Dreams which he dreamed, 
_ while yet in his native Land. The one, as con- 
cernin their 3 in the Field doing Obeiſance 
to his 8 The other Dream was of the Sun, 
ing * gave Foſeph the Pre- eminence 
over his Father Jacob, as well as over his Eleven 
Brethren, which made his Father rebuke him; 
and his Brethren, not only envy, but even hate 


ing into a ſolitary Place or Field, where his 
Bieckiten were; they laid hold on that Opportu- 


ing him into a deep dry Pit, where he muſt have 
Periſhed with Hunger and Thirſt, had they not 

altered that wicked Purpoſe, at che Inſtance of 

Judab, and taken him up out of the Pit: Which 

having done, they forthwith ſold him to ſome Mi- 

© __ diamiiſh Merchants, by Chance coming by at that 
oi © © 2 inſtant; for Twent Pieces of Silver, as'a Slave; 
„ mbc ſold him as ſuch; in Egypt, to Potiphar, 
ad Captain of the Guard to Pharaoh, King 
I _«Counitry;” Thus far the Enmity and Rage of his 
3 E Brethren purſued Fo/eph, as they, no doubt, ima- 
= gined, to Bonds, and even to Death. But in all 


dees Suſſerings, it is evident that God was 
- with him, and bleſſed his Maſter's Houſe becauſe 
of him. Lea, when through the Treachery and 
"falſe Accuſation of his eis ious Miſtreſs, he was 
Wirongfully impriſoned,” and the Irons did enter 

Anto his Soul, when under that hard Durance; yet 
God, by endung him with the Power of mter- 


, and eleven Stars: Both which, be- 


55 him, and to plot Miſchief againſt him. And he 


nity to avenge themſelves on him; 1/, By caſt- 
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| berg F elow 545 Foſeph Was, by interpreting” "* 
another Dream of the King's. alſo, às concerning (WY 


the ſeven fat, and ſeven lean Kine, not only rer 

leaſed from his unjuſt Im mpriſonment, but proved 
the Occafion of bis ſpeedy and high Advance- 
ment in Egypt, and even 5 be the ſecond Man 
in that Kingdom; to the unſpeakable Advantage 
of the King, and of his People; and in Confe- 
quence of ſuch his high Advancement, he became 
an Inſtrument under God of preſerving his aged 
Father a Poſterity in the Earth, and of faving 
their Lives by a great Deliverarice. So that he 
might well ſay, that it was not his Brethren's ma- 
licious Wickedneſs, but God's gracious Goodneſs, 
which ſent him into Egypt before them, for the 


'. aforeſaid good Ends. So then, ir wa? not you 
cho intended nothing leſs) who ſent me hither, 


but (that) God, 'wwho is able to bring Good ont of 
the evil - Purpoſes | of wicked and” malicious Men. 
Having put you in Mind of the Hiſtory of Fo- 
 ſeph, as far as my Text relates unto it. What x 
| have farther to premiſe, 24ly, as concerning the 
aforeſaid wonderful Cafe of Joſepb ( fo indeed it 
was in all its Turns) in the Land of Epypt, is, that 
firſt, We therein have a very plain Inftance of 


3 particular Providence; not only in the many 


Reſcues of this holy and juſt Man, out of many 


F 3 1 and great Dangers; but in his very furpri- 


pe Promotion there. That this Truth is. like- 

e farther confirmed by God's making all 
8 Evil, which Foſeph's incenſed Brethren 
wrought againſt him, to turn, not only to his 
great Advancement, but through that Means, to 
their own Preſervation alſo, (as before) and of 
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bel. e wiſe the 


cerned therein ; either in the Way ob Cauſality, 
or of Concurrence With Wondarp Hag | 
he has ſoleninly declared, not only that. be bath 
10 Pleuſurt in M inledngſ : but thut he ig God. 
whoſe, Eyes are puter than td: behold: Triiquity) Hab. 
*. And here, it is not at all ſtrange, that th 
HFcathen World, ſo ignorant as the Generality of 
them were (and yet ſtill are) of the only true 
God, ſhould be much puzzled to find out the 
original Cauſe of Evil in tlie Earth: and it is yet 


more to be admired; how they did ſtumble on 
that whimſical Fancy, as touching two Principles 


iir Nature; the one eſſentially good, and the other 


ys un- 
leis they could (as I do not find they ever did) 
have found out- the true Origin from whence 
theſe! two pretended Principles were derived; 
_ whieh-queſtionleſs they would have attempted at 
leaſty. had they been able. Now, though ſome 
fanciful: Chriftians-of old, [the Gnoſfties, the Me- 
 ndidrians,- Valentinians, and, Marcionites] mingling 
3 Fables wirk the Truths of Chriſtiani- 
te eſpouſed the forementioned erroneous 
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"Jan Mz. fs gives, a8 concerning the firſt Entrance of Sin 
into the World, in Geneffs, the moſt antient and 
UV Vauthentick Hiſtory in the World, -is the trueſt 
and fulleſt of all others; not only upon the Se 
of the divine Authority of that Book, but for 
that it aſſigns the original Cauſe of the Seduction 
of our Firſt Parents to Sin and Death; was the 
Devil, who was a Rebel againſt God, /as well as 
_a Murderer and a Lyar from the Beginning, 
and therefore was caſt down from Heaven above, ; 
into Hell cbeneath ; and coveting „ an his 
| Ruin, he proved the Inſtrument. { as doubtleft he 
of the like Ruin to Mankind. And 
this gives 4 ſhort, but full Account, by what 
Means Sin firſt entered into the World, and 
Death by Sin (purſuant to the Penalty of the 
Law, Gen. ii. 17% and ſo Death ¶ ever ſince the 
Breach of that Law] bat bath Paſſed upon all Men, for 
. _ thatall have ſinned; Rom. v. 12. Now from hence 
fir follows, that God, telly in himfelf eſſentially 
holy and good; yea, the Fountain of all Good, 
or the ſovereign Good, or even Goodnels itſelf; 
I I fay, ſuch a Being as God is, could by no Means 
be the Author or Abettor of Evil, or the Cauſe 
of Sin: neither could he in the leaſt concur with . 
his Creatures therein. No; that would be not 
only contradictious to the Nature of God (as be- 
fore) but to the divine Will alſo, as revealed in 
his Laws; the End of vchich is to reſtrain Man- 
kind from committing Sin. Indeed it is ſaid, 
Amos 36, Shall there be Evil in a City, and the 
Lord hath not done it? But it is evident that the 
Evil chere ſpoken of, is only the Evil of Pu- 
niſhment for Sin 3 as appears from the — 
Tenour of the Chapter. But for the reſt, Certain 
* PA himſelf, or con- 
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in A 0 his: Ferfections, or inconlittently withS 1 ER 1. | 
. himſelf; all which, (with Reverence be it po. V. 
ſt ken) muſt be ſaid of him, were he an Abettor of * 
re. the Evil of Sin. No; O mighty God, Thou 
or art of purer Eyes than to behold Evil; nor, for 

n. that Reaſon, canſt thou [with the leaſt Approba- 

ne tion] look upon Iniquity, (as before) Howſo- 

a8 ever, what is very conſiſtent with the Mercy, 

g. and the Goodneſs of Almighty God, is as follows: 

"> 7 

us Sage” That his wiſe Providence not ſeddom 

be ſo ordereth Matters, as to bring Good out of the 

* evil Intentions and ſinful Actions of malicious, 

ar wicked Men; as in the fore-ſtated Caſe of, Foſeph 

id and his Brethren. . This Inſtance, I ſay, in all its 

he | ſeveral Turns, and the whole Progreſs thereof, 

he from firſt to laſt, was, 48 to the Good which 

On came of it, manifeſtly * Lord's Doing, and is . 
+. a very plain Argument for aſſe Particular 

ly e as well can be; . it evidently 

d makes it appear, that God can bring Good out of 

fo Evil, when, and as often as he pleaſes, and yet. 

_- continue Holy in all his Ways. _ Indeed. God's 

ie = doing, is an Inſtance both of his Wiſdom 

th and Gopdnefs. I do not find in the ſacred Hiſto- 

or Fig hardly any Inſtances, that in all Circumſtan- 

ba ces, do come up to that of .Zoeph, which I have 

in at large opened unto you; not but many others 

as there are, and thoſe very remarkable ones too, 

d, recorded in the ſacred Books, which merit our 

by heedful Notice; as they all agree, or conſpire (as 

50 it were) to proclaim the wonderful Works of 

1 God; and to be ſo many evident Teſtimanies of 

wry a particular Providence in the World: ſuch as 
"Ng were theſe following Inſtances, which (in paſſing, 5 5 
8 4 kan WI at Pm very briefly mention, 
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tt it) an inflame Caldrow of Oil, 81 U l 
e aims yeus unhurt; . * 8 
N who can have the Pats: (fuppoling he 
Truth of; the feveral' forementioned Facts) to 
doubt, but that fuch Events as cannot be (irprs 
red/to{ meter Chance, © maift rather be afcribed tod 
the Almighty alone, and as they come farth from 
the Lord, who is 22 4— e [alle excel- 
ni in Harkiag, Haiah Xxviii. 49; 5 
ons and all, ſuch clear Proofs of a f Prove. 
dence: a cannot, by an Colour — be 
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1 As ie is eidend frum s has vor "ie; 
that che Providence. of God ordetcth the Occur- , 
rences of all Events to their appointed Ends 3 fo 
we ought from thenee' to-leam,. to: acquieſer in 
his Deternainacions 3 whot'is a preſent Help imany | 
needſul Time af Trouble and conſt 
knoweth bow to deliver the « aut of 'Fenyp- 
kations, [ to Evil, ) as nber bung himſelf temp- 
ted ſbtremith, 109 tempting and Man thereto, 
hogs But Hs the unjaß unto the 
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| all our Cee de h n 
5 , and under the Care and 
Wigechic of his maſt: juſt and wiſe Providence : 
This may ſerve to teach us, patiently to wait 
God's Leiſure, and to ct (if we endeavour 
de deſerve. is. at bie Hands) in his due "Tic, 
1 delivered. aut of all our Froubles. ok 
Dl. Ez TT 3dy, Then a 


— 


5 


P ˙ I es St ACS Yo Z 
YR 7 n 4 


welt 
IX 


a er ER * 


PPP dr a On On. = 
Le Wremen Nr — $a . 
4 * 2 1 N 8 A 


P 
3 EE ET TE TIO 
= * © 
6, ISI ae. + 4 - 
* UF 
N * EF L * 
- rn x N 7 
2 1 


© Set A I OE TEE 3 
_ . — - hr 2-1 Ae nerd Aubin 
w OR OTE IO 3 * * , 
* 


SAL e u, This: chit 4chave ade may a 


_ 
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of God to them in the Land of the iving's 
murmur and repine at the Dif 


2 Providence, and in ſo doing, Kick 
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4 Application of what has been ſaid, and ſo con- 


clude... Well then, ſeeing Time and Chance do 


happen to all Men; ſo that no Man knoweth 


what a Day may being forth, in ſo uncertain a 
State as here below, Let us evermore truſt in the 

Lord, and do Good,:. Na, e ge 
ay, Truſt 


e as" the Light, and your Judęment as tbe 


Neon- day. But fret not tby ſelf "becauſe" of the evil 


Doers 3 ; "hos à little while and the wicked ſhall 


not be. n the meek ſpall” be refreſhed in the A. 


bundance of - Peace, Plalm xxxvii. In ſhort, in 
any Day of Adverſity confider, and = atiently 
on the: Lord with Reſignation ; an . . good 
firm to the End. And in wh Daygtot 
2 be not high minded, but fear. 1 ake, 
ſuch Allotment as God beſtows on you. in 
Part (be it much, or be it little) and be thank- 
ful for it: Uſe it well, to the Glory of God: 
And forget not the poor and needy. Finally, in 
eee * doc are, * us ' learn "FRIFOWOIDG' to 
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FT Balak would give me bis Hou e fall of 
Hilker and Gald, I cannot go beyond the 
Commandment of the Lord, to db either 
Good or Bad of mine own Mind: but what 


| . : A [209 4 Lord Jaith, . that will I Heal. 


HE SE Words, with the Addition of 
what follows in my Text, namely theſe 

following [The Commandment of he Lord 
to do either Good > Dag of mine own Mind : but 
what the Lord ſaith, that will I ſpeak} are a Re- 


JH aul of what Balaem told the Meſſengers Balak 
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ſent a ſecond Time, to ſollicit him to come 
aud cunſe tb gelites; when tbey came, and Piteb- 
E (their Camp in the Plains of Moab, chap. xxii. 
- 18. And this (with the forementioned Addition) 
Balaam, being permitted by Almighty God ta 
* to Moped; at his firſt Interview with 4 WM 
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peke agen ed him; db 1 mch to e 3 vp 16, 
eb rather decently to excuſe his pwn VI. 17 

Wai e ad a whom God had „ Y 
5 r EE 5 (though } e loved the Wa: 


5 ſs) yet in \ Firtue of that Sprit 
; * "oe by, Re: ld tit be Karan, that 
Az : Lord Omaiporent, whom, he is God, 


{if the Cha bed beg retire rom to) | 
Cold ctr | fe ſo. My mpg has as. Balak 
N of him; or e lle (as it accordingly feil 
out ih the Event) turn it into a Bleffit to his 
4 peculiar Peo ple, but make it prove a urſe. to - 
Balak and * Moabites, For there is no Re- 
ſtraint unto the Lord; and who then can curſe : 
them whom he hath bleſſed? or who ani bleſs 
' thoſe whom he hath curſed * And therefore, Ba- 
laam being arrived at Moab, aſter his having » 


f | Made ſeveral Attempts in vain to curſe the Lord's 
1 5 ae and not only ſo, but was made by a ſu- 
# periour Power, to_ bleſs them. Balat was: there- 
* | von grad incenſed, and bs Aar was kindled 

| Prophet, whom having reproached, 
| 7 diſimiſſed, - 8 Balaam, before his Do; Ü 
F by e in bis own Vindication, as in the 
1 ords 0 my Text: lay ing to Balak; State I 
4d vf unto thy -Meſſe "ers vbom thou of Sir eft unto me? 
2 WW That if Balak TY, groe me bis Houſe fall of SM. 
„ Me 110 Gold, I cannot go beyond the Commandment © 
E . Lord, 10 do. either Grad or Bad of mine own 
e = Mid: but what the Lord Jaith, that 2 7 peu. 
1 Ho Which Yrs, in this hiſtorical of o- 
j. pPeniag them, I only add Saint Peer emark, 
132 2 Ep. ii. 16. ow God rebuked alnam tor his 
a = (intended Iniquit ity; by maki the dumb Aſs 
e . ppeak wit Made. Voice, whereby he forbad the 
e ü 3 of the ww” = e.) held him back 
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of 7 p Refrain, + 
tcouſneſs, which Bolak 


him withal. 


and turning their Curſes into Bleſſings u upon good 


Men, on whom the Curſe cauſeleſs will not 


come; but rather will recoil, and fall heavily up- 
on their Heads who 2 


I conceive, is another good Argument to | 85 
W ſpecial or . Providence WP: 


"Fr, 1 ſhall Wey, thr in Fat this not Kd. 


dom, by really ſo. Then 


 Stepndy, 1 ſhall * ſome good Reaſon 


why, it Is ſo. l 


m, F ſtall make ſome 8 Inference 3 


4 2 


* 


Burgh and Lash In the Cloſe X al, ven 3 


What fall be 1 


id, unto our ſelves. 


F t then, That in Fact it not ſeldom really ! is 
: fo, as I ſaid even now, may be made . ap- 
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17 In a more general Way, n the Word 
F & God, as concerning his 
As the L by his Ifreſiſtible Power, alone re- 
fraintihb the 851 irit of Princes, and is wonderful a- 
that he alone turneth 
their” Hearts as the Rivers of Water, even whither- 
or be wad Gat he 8 the Power of the 
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the Earth; 


| "This being premiſed, I ga- 
> UN ther from” the Words before us, the following 
W Obſervation; namely ) that from God's reſtrain- 


ing the Power of wicked and malicious Men, 


WO _ 


them forth; as in the 
now before us. And this, 
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9 God! 4 e to BY: 57 


ungodly and: malicious, till he find none 3 ä 

2 9 that being a preſent Help in the YE | 
needſul Time of Trouble, He will male bare bis (5a 

Am, and ariſe 10 help all the Meek upon. Earth: 
but he will alſo reſiſt the Proud; yea, that be 

Ws turn the Fi erceneſs of Man, to bis (own) Praiſe, by 

HE refraining its Rage; and finally, from hence it is 
= very a I that hs, is the Heritage of the Servants 


i BY of the Lord, that no Weapon form againſt them. 
S Hall profper, Ifaiah liv. 17. In ſhort, God bring- 
'e I «tb the Righteous out of Trouble : but be letteth th 
ee Rina continue in Scarceneſs. For, God it 4 
1 Sun, and a Shield [to cheriſh and protect his Leda] 12 
ia, the Lord will. give Grace and Glory and 10 5 
- HR good Thing ui be with-hold from, them. — 7 1 
IB worighily, Palm Lxiv. Flax. Thus far 1 in a gener a 
rn Way. Fnow come 
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3 and then the Romans came, and took away 
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Shoal of Infidels and Apoſtates, Who 
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rageous Manner of late: Let he, who built his 
- Church, upon a Rock, againſt which the Gates 
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UV and guide every. Thing (though by Ways ſurpri- 
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much that as Solomon e 
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Err evil Men (who war worſe | 
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„With, 
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of Evil and Madneſs while. they live, verſes 2, 3. 
. Some unadviſed iy ting off the Uſe of-Mea 

F in order to attain to their End, becauſe 


tion:  while"others' raſbly al tito a contraty Ex- 


© *reme; by if entirely depending on their , own 3 
P! Strength, and Skill, as to Overlook 


Providen 


eFeey of ſecond Cauſes, as not to look up to the 


fit. Whereas if the Matter be well e in 


and to be carping at Providence; and 
of Men is full 


1 vent doth not always anſwer their Expecta-. 4 


and to confide ſo mach. f * the Effi- 
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y Occaſion of falling into either, or both. V II. 
"But: hows abſurd ſoever the Conduct of ſueh un- 
reaſonable Men is, appears from hence, that it is 
hot, here ſaid, that the Race is never to the ſwift, 
nor the Battle to the ſtrong (and ſo of the reſt,) 
but only intimated that it is t always ſo; but 

one knows that ſometimes it falls out other- 
wiſe. | But how this is any ſuch Impeachment 15 
Providence, as to attribute all to blind Chance, I 
cannot ſee for my Part, even though Time and 
Chance happen to all Men. Seeing What is 
Chance as to us Men, is moſt wiſe Deſign in 
Almighty God. So that it is an high Preſump- 
tion in any Child of Man to truſt too much un- 
to, or too confidently. to rely upon, his own/Parts 
or Abilities, Wiſdom or Strength, Cunning or 
Dexterity in Buſineſs, for Succeſs in whatever he 3 
ſets his hand unto.» "Whereas they ought" rather to 
leave all to the Guidance and Government of - 
God's Providence, praying for an happy Iſſue of 
their lawful Undertakings7 and doing their own 
| beſt and honeſt Endeavours, and then being con- 


tent, | whatever Turn their Affairs take in ths 


World; where Experience ſhews us, that he 
Race is not to the Swift, nor the Battle to the Strong, 
neither yet Bread to the Wiſe, nor yet Riches to Men 
* Underſtanding, no yet Favour to Men of Skill: 

but Time and Chance:bappeneth to them all. Which 
{Words do intimate, that the Event doth not al- 
ways fall out according to the Operation of ſe- 
cond Cauſes, nor doth the End always anſwer the 
Means uſed to compaſs it by; which the follow- 
ing general Reaſon may well account for; 2 8 
Kue was it otherwiſe, moſt People's D . 
dance upon Hrs . would, in all e. "3 of 
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ties will fit any one (almoſt). to be good for them- 


ſelves; though good for nothing, nor for any Bo- 


4 
— 2 wp" Wo 4; 7 


that Men of Skill, ; or of noted Experience in 
tbeir reſpective Ca lings and. Employments, do 


mer the Favour and Countenance of great Men. 
er than others who are lefs deſerving in x 4 | 
© fame Way (whatever it may bez) vea, though . 
Solomon the Wiſe thought the Man who was dili- 


gent in his Buſineſs was worthy to ſtand before 
e mT * fame . e bi ſuch 


s Men 
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Frequently 5 out; I next pr 


 cught (in all good Reaſon) to make us look be- 
ond ſecond Cauſes; and to carry us up to con- 

template, in all Humility, the firſt Cauſe; in 
1 1 8 ar} and at whoſe Te. all 


( [ c oe... AN 
5 — a 0 
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Men of Skill do not always meet 8 1 A E'R n · 


due Encouragement anſwerable to their Works or VII. 


Deſerts: but are ot ſeldom forced o mingle win Wy 


the Crowd, and to fit down with mean Mens as 


” being topt upon by ſome more fortunate Upſtart, 
who by ſome lucky Hit, or paultry, Accident or 


other, has got the Start of his better -deſerving 


Fellow: citizen. Having ſhewn you that it is ſo, 


as Solomon affirms in my oy Ter e 2: >, 
Experience of the World alſa e - thats: it ch ä 
e, AF 4 For wh, 150895 14 SB » 2 1 


1 Why. 1 


atters $A Fo os = — 


pie of God ſo much beſide the Expectati · 
# 17 gh Men, as to caſual Events, which frequent- 


happen quite contrary to the ordinary Courſe 


- Things. And here theſe two following. Res. | 
ſons may ſuffice at preſent. . 


It, That the Uncertainty of ſuch Ben as 
the Wiſe Man inſtanceth in, (and of other like) 


may make us look beyond ond Cauſes; and 


carry us up in all Humility, to contemplate the 


firſt Cauſe, even that Almighty Being, in whoſe 1 


Hand, and under whoſe: Guidance and D irecti- 


on, all Things muſt. needs be. And 


| 2dly, That from ſuch a Diſpoſition of T — 


we, (conſcious to our ſelves of our own Nothing- 
_ meſs in God's Sight) may thence: learn, faithfully - 
to believe, and r to depend e the Pro- ; 
nd 


vidence of God. 
1%, That the Uncertainty. of Sa Evencs 
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A i others of a lower Meaſure 
mere) to 


as Mill 


ad * 8 
dende, - would Met ben berote? How . 


g, Strength and Abilities !* Tea, ker, 
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"Wiſdom, and to inſult them, ard (as 1* = 
ramiple them under Foot So that, 
herein appear the unſearchable Wiſdonr of God, | 


and his unf ble Goodneis too, in ſetting all 


Men upon che Level, in Regard' of the aforefaid -” 
VUneertain \ of Events, that no Man ſhould glo- 
ry but in the Lord, Who maketh Drotners mad 


(who pretend to foretell F 1 4 
Sus, or otherwiſe) and 4 La 
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Imiak AV. 2 Fliphaz al Jo 
well remark 1 That God” 1 the . and 1 
ale truction of Man, that he mi bt with- s 
Xxxiii. 16. 17. (chat is) Gaith 4 learn- . 
|, God (as it were) whiſpers In- 
22 weten into Man, and ſo imprints it in their 
Minds, not as to make them underſtand al! 
the ſecrer Reafons of his Providence, but = 
« diſpoſe them RE ns fubmit thereunto Or 
thus; God ſo orders Things Here upon Earth, as 
at once to encourage us to uſe the Means; but fo 
Ht te keep us in a continual Depentlencete 
upon himſelf as to their Tre oh m4 Sn al 


n fo. aj 28 on — —- 
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he m be room] — oyer all the 
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mech C 
Gy ty God's interpoſing in the Affairs of this 
. ou World, is ſo far from the Hurt of his:Crea- Fe 


- tures, that (unleſs when he viſiteth them in Judg< 
ment and. Vengeance, as he ik: n 
Tam) it turns rather to their great — 

and, that many- ways. L * e dur 
in Dane, and. hall here add, | 
That che ſerious Conſideration. of whe: na- 
Ot any Creature to produce very 


1 : Effect in che ordinary Courſe of 


„vill direck us, not only to 
neſs, but to make us look up — 

. en high, i in whom.we doalllive, and move, and 
5 who gays us our very Being. And that his watchful 


Providence is over us e y for our Good; 
* live in his Fear, + and caſt ur Care, _ 
Pend, 
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"Ban u. pend, on Hin) b. bs? Gil Nr tes be nor fo ake us, 
VII. but mate all Things work together for” Cod; Accor- 
a s hit Promiſe,” Rom. viii. 28. i. e. If we 
perform the Condition upon our Part, God can 
therein no more deceive us, than he will deny 


himſelf: Which being the Caſe, certainly 


muſt know infinitely" better than Man, how. to 
govern and order all Things. Otherwiſe (as one 


1 


<6; which are of great C 


<« Happineſs, as to the Miſeries of our Lives. 

In ſhort then, If Providence governs any[Thing, | 
it muſt govern Chance, which ſeems to go- 
<< ern almoſt every Thing elſe, and which there. 


46 | fore, : none but Cd can e 3 nom pro- 


* | we 
> 52 * n 
- <1; 


22 


bach been ſaid. 


Iſt, From 1 N been aid Wen as to caſual 5 
Events, we may learn how neceſſary a Duty it is, 
to live in the Fear of God, and * a continu- 


al Awe of him; who being over all, taketh 
Care of us, and of our Affairs alſo ; An there- 


fore to have a conſtant Dependence upon his Pro- 
vidence, 4vhoſe Eyes run through the Earth, yea, 


they rug to and fro through the whole Earth, Za 


chary. iv. 10. If fo, hrs" watchful Providence 


cannot overlook, or be unconcerned at, what be- 
falls any of us and therefore we ought to do our 


peaks very well) de In What an ill State were 
90 «crete did not à wiſe and merciful Hand 
govern ¶ and. direct] what we call Chance and 
„Fortune Seeing there are a great many acci- 

“ dental and caſual Events (as we call them) 


Rur, To > make ſome Inferences from what 


„ to wait Nr 20 and to > pray. Nth 4 
ly 5 


7 caſual hs | 


ly. for the fire Succeſs of all our honeſt -Enter- Sunn. 
5 | E even though our Prayers be not always VII. 
beeard; yet, in his om due Time, if in all aur. 
Ways. e. as acknowledge Hin 00 will dirett aur 
Path, Prou. iii. 3. Again. 
, 2dly,, From the Uncer inty of ſuch A a8 | 
| ſeem, to us to fall out by Accident or meer. 
Chance; (though r under the Direction of 
Providence) we may plainly ſee the Vanity of 
being too confident of = tr in what we take 
in hand, and the Preſumption — relying wholly 
on the Efficacy of ſecond and ſubordinate Cau- 
5 3 ; not that we are to neglect the Uſe: of juſt. 
. E Meanss but be fn to look up to the firſt. 
. Cauſe, and lean not altogether on a broken Reed: 
it being obſervable, that ſuch ſecondary, Cauſes 
| are ſcarce ever more likely to fail Men, thar when 
- | they depend too much on them. No Wonder 
N this! ſeciug there is no Wiſdom, nor Underſtanding, 
nor Council. againſt the Lord, Prov. xxi. 30. 
©. 3dly, I farther infer from- what has been dif- 
courſed, that our many. Diſappointments of the 
expected Events which are occaſioned through the 
Failure of ſecond Cauſes in their Operations, 
ought to convince us all, that God alone over- 
ruleth what we call Chance or Fortune; and that 
nothing can en without his Direction or Per- 
miſſion, and ht quently we have all imaginable 
Reaſon, to {Rl og Contentation and Humi- - 
lity to God's Will and Wiſdom in all Things 3 >. 
| ſaying . with... Reſignation, not our Wn 
8 {eines 0 Led. be dene. «bg L 81. 10 TU 2 


F 5150) and Lali, ic remains cole that I ds 
a ſerious Application of this whole Matter to our - 1 
ſelves, and fo conclude. Is it fo then, as a learn. [i 
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- *wilful ones too.) — rb 
vents as my Text me 8 
my appear never ſo caſual nz are 
foreſeen- and ordered by Gd, deut pr) 
6. ere indeed the propereſt Opec of the 


4 inen God's Providence! diſplays itfelF” to th 
| formed ſay t6/bim pho formed it, perf iogs. 


me this? Rom. ix. 20. No ; thar would be the 
= Height of preſumptuous Inſolence db I fay; yex of | 


HMlmighey's Cate and Government, as'they are 


de moſt viſible Demonſtratien of a 4 


«Wiſdom, and Power, and Goodneſs, 


me” To draw to a Concluſion, Who i 
you, that knows not, na e . 


— — a; or who ca 
n "the Weakneſs of God is fronger, "than Men 
poſtle, 1 Cor. i. 25. O Man! — 4 


So the A 
Wr, that difputeſt apumſt God? Pall 


Infideliy! deley! Conſider then, vain Man, 


that though (as Solomon ſaith) there are m De: 
vices in Man, Heart ; eee the G of 


5 | thi Lord that fall fand, Prov. xx. 2x. (as muc 


24 99 * Fhough there may be many Defigns | 


in the Minds of Men, which 


05 Hoe 9 may be fo well laid and con- 
* Ik they cannot miſcarry ; yet fome- 


times they are all defeated by the over-ruling 


« Counſel of the Lord; which alone can bring 
4 t paſs whatſoever he 2 ” 1 ſhall Cote: 85 
clude all * ] 12 7 2 


en e of. 
„ Mikakes “ (and de is well if theſe zre BE 
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ion at are not at 
| "inconſiſtent with the Belief of 
hee Juſtice of an over-ruling Pro- 
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ECCLESIASTES VIII. Part of the 
ä ror.” 


7 0 


= There is a Vanity which 1s done upon the 

: _ "Earth, that there be juft Men unto tohom 
"= bappeneth according to the Work of the 
15 Wicked. - 5 


AVING for ſome Time paſt aſ⸗ 
ſerted, and endeavoured to make Proof 
, | of, both a general Providence over all 
_ =. _ vilible, and (to us at preſent) inviſible, 
= and Withal ſhewing you in ſeveral Diſcourſes, 
=. that in relation to individual Perſons, and to 
e iuery particular Creature, and to each Event alſo, 
this Providence of the Almighty is extended; 

and though I have (as I well hope) ſaid enough 

in Proof of all this, both from che holy Scrip- 
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" Hm „ n We; our "rac 
tice) and by found- Reaſon: lle, forced VII. 
ſame, ſo as to ſatisfy any unprejudiced, conkides TIACY 
rate Perſon ; yet ſo it is, (or it poſſibly: may be) 
that ſome weak and ignorant People on the one 
band, and other ſome more knowing, but wilful 
«aa opiniative People on the other, may enter- 
tdte.cain, in Favour of their Fancies, or their Luſts, 
ſuch prejudicate Opinions concerning Gods Pro- 
oa vidence, as may at laſt ſtrite at the Belief of the 
very Being of a God, and end in downright In- 
fidelity ity: I fhall therefore, before I cloſe this noble 
Subject, farther attempt to vindicate the Provi- 
dence & God, againſt the Doubts of the weak, 
and the Cavils of dhe wife and ſceptical Part of 
Mankind; who either ignorantly, or to cover 
over their Unbelief, do pretend to be diſſatisfied 
| thereat... begin with 8 Fin, The 


bp the Words of. Saloon 1 ; who, not only in my | 
Text and its Context, / obſerveth, that there is 4 
Vanity her is done upon the Earth; 1ſt. That 
| there be juſt Men unto whom it happeneth Accor « 
ding to. he Work of be witked;, And again, 
 2dhy, that there be wicked Men unto whom. it hap- 
peneth according to the Work of the righteous; but 
weitha], he brings in (as in the: Perſon of an Ob- 
jector) this, as one of the Grievances: of Man's 
Life; that all Things come alike to all, (and) there 
is one Event to the —— and to tbe wicked ; ſo 
- that, as the Good, ſo is the Sinner, and be who 
 ſeweareth, as be who. feareth an Oath, Chap. ix. 2. 
I Theſe are the two Objections moſtly urged againſt 
Providence, ned. by . Selomon in their full 
1 or che utmoſt. they can bear. Yet 1 
. n an, that weite are the | 
„ Sufferings 
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World, and of all Things therein. N o what 8ER . 
we can conceive of God, is, that he is an eter- VIII. 
nal, ſell·exiſtent, ſelf-ſufficient, and immutable : OT 
Being, in pendent alſo on all other Beings with- _ 

out himſelf, as he is without Body, Parts, or 
Paſſions. [Now theſe incommunicable Perfections 
(though we can in no wiſe comprehend them, do 

yet) proclaim hip x to be, 4 he told Moſes he 

was, Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7. The Lord, the Lord God. 
merciful and. gracious, long ſu Fring, aud alundant 


u Goodneſs. and Truth; keeping Mercy for Thou-- 


andi, forgiving Iniquity, Tranſgreſſion and Sin; 
and who will by no means clear the guilty; viſi- 
ting the Iniquity of the Fathers upon the Chil- 
| dren, and Children's Children. All which ſpeak 
X God alſo (as to his communicable Attributes) to 
be a Being (not only tranſcendently holy and 
= happy in himſelf; but) good and merciful, pow- 
erful, juſt, and true, and wiſe alſo, in Rolation to 
his reaſonable Creatures more eſpecially. Yea, 
(as one ſpeaks) © ſo wife as he can be, conſiſt- 
* ently with his infinite Goodneſs 3 and fo good 
as he can be, conſiſtently with his infinite Wiſ⸗ 
“ dom; yea, fo juſt alſo, as may conſiſt with his 
08, infinite Mercy; and ſo merciful, as will con- 
« ſiſt with his infinite Juſtice:“ beth in other 
Words, God is perfectly wiſe, juſt and merciful, 
powerful and true alſo, and faithful as to his Pro 
miſes: but as to the impenitent, hardened Sin- 
ners, he is a God to whom Vengeance be longeth. 
Now theſe. general Obſervations, as concerning 
the Nature and the Attributes of God, will lead 
u on... 
I., To the Scripture- Proof of the Doctrine 
laid down before, that the Sufferings of ſome” 
jult or good Men in wy Life, are no Argument 
TN 8 55 
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82 R M. at all againſt the Providence of God i in the poke - | 


VIII. evil World. And this as I conceive, | 


E — more particular Confiderations, groun- 

_ ded on Scripture-evidence. 

1 then, Let it be well conſidered, that if God 
ſhould: be extreme to mark all that eyen good 


and juſt-Men (or ſo reputed) do amifs, and 7 
| ſhould, in Vindication of his Juſtice, enter into | 
ent with ſinful Man (and who is there, | 


"| wha liveth and ſinneth not,) and to puniſh any 
ſuch in this World, aceor ing to their Er Pear 


it would follow, in fuch Caſe, that there would, | 


on God's Part, be left very little Room (if any) 
for the Exerciſe of his * and Long · ſuffer- 
ing ; 45 n the beſt of Men would, 
by that RI OT Sufferers than now 
they are. py why then doth a 4 7 Mun com- 


plain? be Man for the Puniſhment of bis Sin? | 


Lament. iii. 39. Eſpecially conſidering that it 


is an Act of the divine Goodneſs to do Good un- 


to the bad, as tell as to the good, Matt. v. 45. 


To the former, to reclaim them, and bring them 


do think fo of their Ways, as to repent of, and 
amend them : and to the latter, to enconrage their 


Virtue 3 though ſometimes God, for their Bene- 


R,; corrects them i in this Life, that ſuch Chaſtiſe- 


ment (though now thought to be grievous) may 


in = end yield the peaceable Fruit of Rigb. 


teouſreſs unte them who are exercifd" thereby, 


Heb. xii. 11. f, e. if they make a good Uſe of 


their Afflictions, as holy David did, Pſalm cxix. 


21, 75. But to ſhew yet farther how very Ro” | 
Jurd the Ourcries are, which ſome are > apt 10 


— 5 


* Secondly, B 
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 behalding 


Eine And. all the Ways of Han 


e e to An: W 


ble 2 that they do neither reſſoct 


dn their own Ignorance, or Want of Knowledge; 
nor, much leſs do they ſeem to ine chi Inc; | 
7 finite Wiſdom and Knowledge 


of God, who muſt 
be able to chuſe what x Wr Sins 


1 For he knoweth all Things in Heaven and 
1 on Earth, in the Sea, and In all deep Places. 


Vea, to his Eyes (which run through the Earth, 


naked = opened; The Lord knoweth 


Word in aur Tongue, but God knoweth it alto 


dre the Eyes of the Lord; and he Poydete! 
Goings, Prov. v. 21. For the Lord is 0854 4 
1 and by bim Actions are wei 


1 Sam. ii. 3. i. e. al the moral Actions of mor- 
tal Men, ſhall be ſo weighed by the fupreme 
Judge of all the Earth, as in the sse of the 
Sanctuary; or in order ta render to every one, 


the Evil and the Good) all Things are 


i. 


oret Thoughts « of Man's Heart: neither is there 25 


according to his, or her Daings or Works, wWhe- 


ther good or bad. So that, from hence it ap- 
pears, that the Complaints of ſome impatient Suf- | 
ferers .(who do not conſider, that Man is born to 

Trouble) are grounded upon the Weakneſs and 


Miſtakes of theſe who make them, and to their 


Hurt, as 18 are diſpleaſing to "Almighty God. 


1 ſhall add | 
34. This one Gnesen more at preſent; 
, (namely) That albeit all Things do, in this Life 


ſeem in our Eyes, or to our preſent Apprehenſion 


_ of Things, to happen alike to all; yet, they 
1 do ow LIE ſo, for the Reaſons before given (and 
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Vs es ane others by and . to wel dyed) and 

{ol yet, Es while upon Suppoſition that the Suffer YZ 
V ings of fome good Men, and the Proſperity zof 
ſome rind Men, were as unequal in this 


with the Clory which the Apoſtle mentioneth, 


whence then come all the 


Subject; Cur Mala Bonis accidant, cum fit Provi- 
 aentia ? In which are many wile Obſervations to 


World, as ſome do imagine them to be, yet nei- 
ther is the one nor the other any juſt Impeachment ' 
of God's good Providence, for this Reaſon,” be- 
cauſe a Time will come, When what now "ſeems | 
add to ſome, ſhall, at the Judgment of the great 
Day of Doom and Recompences, be ſet to rights, 


i be fully adjuſted,” and made amends for 
ſeeing the Si. eig of the preſent Time; if compa- 1 
red will what then ſhall be revealed in us, are 


ſhort, or of no Moment, upon ſuch Compariſon 
Rom. viii #8. 'Laproceed 8 1071990 

2% To ſhew farther, what Arguments ſolid 
Reaſon can alſo furniſh us withal, whereby to 
vindicate God's Providence in his ſuffering ſome 
good Men to be afflicted in this Life. And here, 
let none (with the Epicures of old) preſurne to ñ⁵ 
aſk this-Queftion, Si ir Deus, unde Mala? i. e. 
If there is a God, or a Providence over all, from 
whence then do all the Evils, both natural and 
moral, which abound in this lower World pro- 
ceed? To this I reply with Boethins, (a ſuppoſed 
Heathen Phi loſopher) Si non ſit Deus, unde Ro- 
na; If there is no God, no Providence, from 
good Things we do 
enjoy in this Life? and which it is out of our 
Power to acquire, or keep the full Enjoyment of, 
all our Days. Seneca allo, à learned Heathen 
Writer, hath an excellent Tract upon this ſame 
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and Hardſhips, that they may gather true For- 
GM of Mind] thereby. Again (faith he). 
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ities of the preſent World, for their Portion here; 


and well it will be for chem, if that be not heir 


All ; or that being now comforted, they be not 
derenfter tormented. So then, to conclude this 
Particular; * The Goodneſs of God's Provi- 


* dence ought not to be meaſured by the natural 


Good or Evil of external Events (here below, 
where, as in a Plague, in a Battle, a. Conflagra- 


fon, 4 Shipwreck, or other publick Calamities, 

no Diſtinction of Perſons can, without Miracles, 
be made :) But the Meaſure is, ſuch a Tempera- 
ment, or- Mixture of Good and Evil as is beſt 


fitted by the Care of Providence to Man's pre- 
ſent State in this Life, and to make him happy 
in the next. Mean while, let ſuch who repine at 


Providence, for that they ſuffer, and ſeem to for- 
get what their Sins do deſerve, conſider, that 
toough many are called, yet but few are choſen, and 
Wy conſequently that in that corrupt State, into which 
= the World ! is fallen, the wicked and ungodly, the 
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Au thor, God beareth à fatherly Affection is. 8 
= < wards" god Men; and he loveth them by ſo VIII. 

much the more, by how much the more, he WWW 
WB << excercifeth them by Labours, Croſſes, Loſſes, 


5 { 
* h 
f 
| 


its, corrects, and tries, thoſe whom 
* 2 he _ approves, and loveth; : But he fie 
w ſpare, / (at preſent) 01 future Fyils 19 8 Fo by 
= < niſkments.)” Many other remarkable 
are found in Tully, Seneca, and other Elbni 
ters to the ſame Purpoſe, which for Want. = 
Time, 1 "muſt now . pals by. In ſhort then, ſome 
have their good Things, Riches, and Honours, 
and an AMuence of the Comforts and Superflu- 
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3 ER u. unmerciful. and unjuſt, are, beyond all Compari- 
VIII. fon, the more mimerous Part of Mankind; 1 | 
* therefore, that it is ſo | al ad 
that the Jt uft and the Good ſhould be annoyec 4.2 = 
troubled by thoſe who hate them, as the Wolf 
doth the 35 Serge but but it is rather wonderful that. & | 
they b gt der your them alive, or root 
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| 1 ower of * over bad Men, and for the, 
| eſtraints he k 12 s them under, and for of 
* Lays of the community wy. ar. Mem ers 

* only remains that 
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thort, from what has been faid, be ſo far from 
complaining againſt the D iſpenſations of. Provi- 
dence, as rather to ſubmit unto, and to aequieſce 
in them, ſeeing the Goodneſs of God endureth. ei 
daily; let us, and all that is within us, praiſe bis 
holy | 0g Tea, Let us praiſe the Lord, and not 
forker his Benefits; for his 1 endureth for ever: 
And bleed are they bo do his Commandments, that 
they may have Right to the Tree of Life, and may i 
enter in roi b the Gates into the City, {Feruſalem 
Which is above.] Which God grant for his dear 
Son's Sake; To whom * ik *. e for 
ever. Amen. ö 


SERMON 


ther out of the Farth; were it not for the ruling. | 


brief Application to ourſelves. Let us. in 


| That the Proſperity of nally - (led 
the many by reaſon of their Num- 
bers) icked Men, is what 
oo no juſt Impeachment of the 
Providence of God in this: lower 
© World. Is 


oy” — 1 8 2 1 * * * ( 7 2 . . AE hes : rt + 
— — 133 - 2 G * 1 4 3 c b oe 


Eckl zs ATEN VIIL latter be 
of the 1 4th Verſe. 


= gain, There be wicked Men ts whom 
it hat bheneth according to the Work of the 
Rights, I "Jai; 2 this alſo 1s Vani ty. 


Book of the Preacher, ſhews the Vanity, 


Where every Thing is ſo tranſitory, and ſubject 
to ſo many Changes. and Chances, that even this 
very wiſe Man ſeemed to be at a Loſs for Want 

=_ of Words to ſhew how vain they are. And in 

111 the great Variety of Incidents, which he takes 

= Notice of, whereby to make good that leading 

5 3 (aforeſaid, or that Vanity of Vanities, all is. 

| „ 1 ""_ | 


C ö 0 LOAD N. at the Beginning * thisS u | 


or Emptineſs of all Things under the Sun, * 1 


4 * 5 2 N 
5 . 5 8 N 5 9 * ta ” 
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E Context are ſome Part, which ſome weak, and 
1 other ſome, who probably thought themſelves 
= over wiſe, pretended to be offended at,” and took 


Providence of God. The firſt, at Verſe the x th, 


Heart of the Sans of Men is fully ſet in them to do 


any farther than their own, or other Men's Proſ- 
perity in this World; and upon a Suſpenſion oh 


through the Forbearance of God (though only 
for a Time, and to bring them to repent and a- 
mend, ) theſe Miſcreants make an ill Uſe of it, and 
go audaciouſly and preſumptuouſly on in their 
Wickedneſs, as if there were no Knowledge in the 
most bigh God; or as he were even ſuch an one as 
Fa, a of ; only becauſe he is not ſo unmerciful 


Fil Preacher there replies, Verſes 12, 13, That though 
= # Sinner do Evil an buntred Times, and bis Days 


ſpall be well with them who fear God, who fear be- 
ere kim, (i. e.) who do chuſe rather to ſuffer 
EF _ . thanto n Mean while, maintaining their Inte- 
E i. grity, in an awful Submiſſion and Obedience to 


len ſhall he prolotig bis Days, 'which are as a Sba- 
_ dow [which fleeth and continueth not ]-becauſe he 
_ feareth not before Cod. The ſecond Thing, which 


Providence 


8 8 "Thar So Properity sf wicked e 


SERM. Vanity, Chap. i. 2. There are two Things men- 
I. e in the Chapter of which my Text and its 


upon them to object, and turn againſt, the good 


was as followeth, that becauſe Sentence againſt an 
evil Work is not executed - ſpeedily ; therefore the 


Evil: (i. e.) Such vain Men are not moved to look 


g. ra cra g SFB A&A 


the Puniſnment on the Workers of Iniquity, 


as they would have him be. To this the wiſe 


be prolonged : Yet farely ( ſaith he) I know that it 


- God, and to his Will and Laws. Whereas; as it i 
Gallows; It ſball not be 4vell with the Wicked, nei- 


1 Og have taken ee at, _ N againſt 


fe 
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in the Words of my Text and Context, ſet fork 
in clear Terms: (viz.) That the A fflictions of 


- ſome Juſt or good Men; and the Proſperity, "A 


Impunity of ſome bad Men, in this World : As if 


the one was neglected or overlooked, and the 

other was favoured, or at leaft, more indulged 
by Providence; or rather, according to them, 
as if there were no Providence over all, but eve- 


Thing fell out by meer Chance, or by inevita- 


ble Fate. The Vanity and Abſurdity of which, 


in the firſt Inſtance, the Adverſity of ſome . ood 
Men, I lately ſhewed you in 4 Diſcourſe n the 
tormer Part of the Verſe; in which. I . 


Perſons in this Life, is no Argument againſt the 


divine Providence, if the End of ſuch Afflictions 


be well conſidered, às it © to be; and the 


Reaſons I then offered in Piolic ation of Pro- 
vidence, be duly weighed. and laid together. 


And now, I go on to confider the following 
Words to the End of the Verſe. Apain, there 


bie wicked Men to whom it, happeneth . according to 
the Works of the Righteous : I ſaid, that this alſo | 

tis Vanity: (i. e.) It is what ſeemeth ſtrange to the 
vain Part of Mankind, who look more at the 
Out- ſide, than conſider the Reaſon, of the Things, 
which they only, as in paſſing, take a tranſient 
View of. I then laid down the following Poſi- 


tion (from the Words now before me 3) That the 


| Proſperity of ſome, yea, of many wicked Men, 
| (being, by Reaſon of their Numbers, called the 
many) affords no juſt Impeachment of the Pro- 
vidence of God, in this lower World. And in 
order to make good this 2 of Doctrine alſo 
E * ©" 


to make it appear, that ſuch Adverſity of ſome juſt 


8 Ne ho \Projperi 5 eule Min, ke, 


| S's & ke th Pike of God's Providence, poſing 
'B IX. HEM what is here taid, FO Toncerning ona I, 
= GVY good, and the Proſperity of not E fear 
oe Eh, de dee ns Ja, and E 
ence of this Vain World I., 2 in Wy: follow- | 
ing icourſe attempt to ew, 8 


Bi, That God being . holy i in e 
ee e eee of the 
drs, to act con- 

RE to his. Own. * ee and 


A, ha 3 W rapound: 
To be rations alſo, by grep dus 
ben br enabl e us to frame a right Judx- 
9 ch J as conecrning the Ja as hed 
5 . And © - bn. | 


RE 41 5 „q For as much as 1 SP Tife is is not 
dne proper Seaſon for a final Adjuſtment of 
5 Rewards and of Puniſhments, i in a juſt Propor- 


| fit of bad en, (otherwiſe, why will, or 
Father how can G04 judge all the World at 
5 tze laſt Day?) 1 wall conclude with an In- 
© ference or two, and with ſome. brief Ap< 
- plication of the whole + to our elves. AS 
1 to the 8 5 pas, 
5 rf Particular, ſo . has Fare been of 
| fered, in ſome forcgoing Diſcourſes, by Argu- 
3 E aid | 
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tion to the Dyſerts of good, or to the Deme- 


ba  oheiProieritgof wicked” Mon, - or 
ments taken from the divine Nature and Abri S K 
-butes; Dr but IX. 
bo — make ſome Remarks; 8 
, As to the promiſcunus Events of Frovi- 5 
dence with Relation to juſt and to wicked * | 
in chis Life only: and then ſnew. { 
© .,,2dly; That God is: 4ighteous in all his Dealings 
with 9 7 Sons of Men. And 
1ſt, I obſerve, that neither is Projperity w ſure 
and certain Mart of God's' Love, or ſpecial Fa- 
vour to one Man, above the reſt : Nor is Adver- 
'  fity;any infallibie Token of el 5 
to 62 upon whom it falleth: 
For, wee it ſo, then e Men muſt ou 
lite miſerable; and al wicked Men alike happy, 
in this World, which natru Experience flatly con- 
Fs raven Gil So that the Truth is, that only om of 
ie one, and ſome of the other, are to be ſound 
in cab Claſs; becauſe Time and Cbance bappen o 
_ them all. And if Man be a fer Agen, (as 
doubtleſs he is) from whence then cas the leaſt In- 
equality be found in God's Ways? And if there 
be none, why then ſnhould mortal Man contend 
with his Maker, or preſume to God fool- 
 Hhly?-#bar; (mith the Apoſtle) 4s There t 
3oufreſ with God ? no, Cod forbid 1 Who then art 
| thou; O Man, toho replieft-againſt God ? Shall he 
Thing formed, ſay unto bim 1 formed it, aby 
bat tbou made me tbus? Hatb not the Potter 
Power over the Clay, of - the fame Lump, lo mate 
one Veſſel anth Honour, and another unto Diſbonbur? 
' What thin, if Cod, who declared of old, that 
He will baue Mercy on <0bom.. he will haue Mercy; 
und whim be will, er to anſwer different 
1 5 — of his a Providence | in this Life. Ln 
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z 1; What, £-God, uulling 10 ſhew his Wrath, 26d 10. 
TS: make A "known," endured with much Long- 
W ſfuffering, the Veſſels of - Wrath; fitted 10 Deſtrutii- 
aa? and that he might nate rende the Riches" of 
i Gum an the Veſſels of Mere, which'be bad afore | 
1 prepared unto Glory, Rom. ix. from Verſe the 


a proper Judge of the Expediency of all, or of 
any of his Proceedings? and who can have the 
Fact to find Fault with God for his Patience, 'Long- 
ſuffering, and Forbearance: O Hameleſ Ingratitude ! 
Do pe ibus reguite the Lord as @ fooliſh * 2 : 
and unwiſe? Deut. xxxii. 6. Conſider then 
. .2aly, That the only Way toeſeape that infamous ; 
Imputation of Ingratitude on our Part, is to ac- 
knowledge that God is the Searcher of all Hearts, 
and Se Ing the Ways of Men; and ſo he 
canno ne ed upon, by the Hypocrite's 
| 5 Arts: or Device. — — is not —— 
dure that is not manifeſt in his Sight, who fertb 
: in Setret; and from whoſe. yes the Darkneſs bi- 
deb not. And beſides, Gd is no Reſpecter of 
Pena [He regards not the rich, more than the 
Poor] but in every: Nation, be that fearetb bim, is 
accepted with. him. Once more, God's Words are 
true, and his Counſels (as well as his Promiſes) 
are Faithfulneſs and Truth, he will ſay the Word 
and perform it. Shall mortal Man then, be more 
ut than God? Shall a May be more pure tban bis 
Mater ſaid Elipbam, Job iv. 17. Surely no- 
thing leſs. Let ſuch rather hearken to God him- 
ſelf thus ſpeaking to that perfect and upright 
Man Job, Chap. xl. 2. Shall the Man ꝛubo con- 
Were . hr eng _—_— vw 80 3 Let 


in | 


2 9 8 2 


: 20thi,.-t0 the 24th. iH#/bo- then bud id en be 


. DIY; Feprevtth God, ler him nf a. For, S2 2 4. 


the Lord will work, an who ſhall lett it? who. 3 


will [preſume] to ſay unto him, pat doſt thou ? 1 
Thaiah %liti, 13. | Theſe, Scripture- grounds 9 
tis kid . in the Caſe before us, Iam 10 
i | Secondly, Fiber to enforce the fame,” by: one 
700d Reaſon, which being inſtar omnium, may = 
mclade many others upon Re forementioned Scrip- 
ture grounds, and it is This; That ſeeing the Fool- 
ifoneſs of God (ſpeaking after the manner of Men) 
is wiſer than Men: 45 the Weakneſs of . God is 
ftronger than Men. It is therefore a 5 arro- 
gant Preſumption in any Child of Man, impi- 
cuſſy to tharge the good Providence of God, ei- 
ther with Inadvertency, or Mal verſation, much 
le, then, with Partiality, or Injuſtice, in his moſt 
juſt and equal Adminſtration in this lower World. 
This is what is undoubtedly contrary to all the 
impartial Reaſon of Mankind; and what can be 
no Impeachment of, the Juſtice, Wiſdom, or 
Goodneſs of Providence. And N 1 ſhalt 
1 cndeavgurs, : av | 


' Thirdly; 'To Siitimn this Doctrine of my Text 
a0 Coßtent by ſome ſerious Conſiderations, the 
better to enable us to frame a right Judęmen of 
the Subject I am now ſpeaking of; adding there- 

to a few Inferences before I Proceed to the Ap- 
plication. „ 
1 then, It concerns us all; with Solomon the 
wiſe, to conſider in our Hearts, that the Righteous 
and the Wiſe {however they fare in this World) 
and their Works are in the Hand of God: and that 
nus Man knoweth eitber Love or Haired by all that 
= ; : F + 


* 
3 


il 5 | 3 before. kim, Eccl. ix. 1. For God's 
= " Counſels, are only known. to — 3, 405 


392332 


Y Things Fun are revealed, belong id us, Deut. 
e E. It is all in vain then, to think we can 


f i Prom making one Man poor, 
ae or palin ane Fray and 
ſetting we are all in a State 


of Trl. and _—_ Wi Diſc ine: we are yet, as 


. Men, on the Way, and nat at Home 


Where we ſhould be: and it will be then time 


to due inis the Secrets of the Almighty, 


| oben n be fipallowed up of Life, and 5 
a and to know, even as 424 ave ſeen. 
| and known, Mean white, Let it be conſidered: 


We, That as. "the Men of. the Warld 1 


we come to 


thoſe to be happy, who proſper 2 the World, 
and have Riches in Poſſeſſien, and ate not in 
Trouble, neither plagued, like other Men: So, 
"op. id what /tagger'd the fooliſh envious Man, 
Steps bad well nigh fipt, till at laſt be came, 
t going to. the Houſe of Gd ta 105 the Hud of 
thoſe Men, Pſalm Ixxiii. 2. and foll 


LN That it really mattereth not, whether 


more bad than good Men abound in uncertain 


Riches, which make. ta themſelves Hings, aud du 


31 flee away like an Fagle towards Hequen; ſceing, ” f 


ben all is ſaid, as our Saviour aſſures us, Luke 


xi, 15, Man's Happineſs ſtanded not in the An- 
dance of the Things 75 be exjoxeth, No, Agur's. 


Prayer is extremely good, and to be . 
Ped 8 * 8. de me e Por 


Depth. af, God's Purpoſes, or the Ends 


owing Verſes, _ 
and that foon ſet him right. Once more, conſider, 


* Frgſeriy i make Aber o | 


th 


| hw the chen of wicked Min, e. 6 


3 he * 2 
F 1 


e Riches, fred ne with Nod convenient fer me, 2 ens EAM. 
a2 dh, or Competency, or mgde Sta I 
. > Lite, XL) 05 moſt Fighle,. beaquſe the wat Y4 0 
p cure State. 

0 e and Left! „ Let it be conſidered likewiſe, 

| = much 45 dme do Vaunt in their Riches, 

. _ "and are puffed up. with the Honours of this | 

k- | World, yet when all is done, theſe are Things 

EF In their own Nature indifferent, MAL and 

1 ſiubject to many Changes and Chances re- 

1 i ng, are very 1 and chiefly valuable 


goo, in the Way of a charitable Niftri-. 
= = wy 42 ee aud 190 50 For atherwiſe 

; they, *pho will be rich, | quo jure, qudue injuridy 

hi or wrong] de. I Temptation 2 a 
Snare, (yea, their Table often 4 10 ſuch unto 
them) and into many fooliſh and buriful. Luſts, 
which drown them in Deſtruction and e e 
1 Tim. 7 As, on the other hand, God hat 
choſen the Poor ef this Ward [ (provided) they be 

ricb in Faith, 4 Heirs. of the Ning doni, which 
God hath promiſed tothem who love him: er {erye, = 
_ honqur, and obey him, in FIDRFTIEYs Truth, and 
Honeſty fy, Tones ji. NY Now from what has been 
aid upon this 1 as to protmiſcuqus Eyents. 

here below, I infer, 

I. That as to the Afflictions of the Ri ghiecus, 

(as God doubtleſs intends it) much Good — 

* SEU to ſuch who with Patience and Cantent- 

# ne ſubmir thereto : fe, they can have no 

” Reafon to {AD or murmur = ma dy rovi- 
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they come to themſelves, and think of another, 
and more laſting Portion, let them rejoice ; pro- 
"vided that they be not high-minded, nor truſt in un- 
2 Riches, but in the living God; and if they 
good, and be rich in good. st.; 5 they, fo doing, 
4 * 4 for themſelves a 'grod Fund, and may * 
Bold on eternal Life," 1 Tim. vi. 17 ? oo 39s * 
now 8⁰ on, in the 150 en 


7 th 7 


L Place, To Wat aac tia 1 ſaid, 1 404 0 
to conclude. In ſhort, permit an Addreſs, in 
few Words, to Rich and to Poor. Let the Bro- 
ther of low Degree rejoice, in that be is exalted ;_ 
but Ibe Rich, in that be is made low : (both which 
ſometimes ſo ha ppen : ) but let both give Glory to 
God, and be content with the preſent gs, Heb. 5 
Xitt. 5. As to the poor Man, (if true and 
juſt in his Ways) Solomon faith to his Comfort, 
That the Fear of the Lord is @ frrong Confi dence, 
and that it is a Fountain of Life io depart from the 
Snares of Death, Prov. xiv. 16, 17. I ſhall con- 
clude with an awakening Word to all uncharita- 
ble rich Men, in the Words of Saint James, 
Chap. v. 1, 2, 5. Go to, ye rich Men, weep. and 
howl, for your Miſeries which. ſhall come upon you ; 
your Riches are corrupted, your Garments moth-ea- 
ten; your Gold and Silver is cankered, and the Ruſt 
of © them ſhall be a Witneſs againſt you, and ſhall eat 

r Fleſh as it were Fire; ye bave heaped Treaſure 
together for the laſt Days, [i. e. to your Condem- 
nation] and ye have lived in Pleaſure on the Earth, 
and been anton; 'ye hayg, nouriſhed your Hearts as 
in itbe Day of Slaught In fine then, for the 
Reaſons oer Boing, neither let the poor Man re- 
3 | pine 


To whom be given all Power and Dominion, 
Worſhip and Adoration, Glory and Praiſe, from 
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Vat the Proſperity of wicked Men, &c. 97 


pine at Providence; nor the rich Man glory in his St R M. 


Ricbrs: but let both glory, "faith the Lord; in this, IX. 


that they underſtand and know me, 'who do 'exerriſe WY 


Loving-kindneſs, Fudgment, and Righteouſneſs in the © 
Earth : for in theſe Things I delight, ſaith the Lord.” 


\ 1 


Generation to Generati 


on, World without End. 
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e Mouth of Fools poureth out F voll ow 


'The whole Verſe runs dhe.” 


| The Tongue of the Wiſe uſeth Knowledge 


=} 3 5 But the Mouth gd Pool . 
11 out Fool: e 


EEING the main Influence which 5 Be- 


1 of = Providence (as one obſerves ;) and 


verence be it ſpoken) would be a ſolitary 
Being, retired within himſelf, and ſo, not 
looking abroad, nor intermeddling with any 
Thing in the World, without, or out of, 
himſelf : (i. e.) He would then be uſt ſuch an in- 
dolent Being, and void of all Care and Concern 


Ingdels. have, at all Times, cepreſented God, or 
rather wiſhed him to be; that they may (as they 
do, no doubt, fooliſhly imagine) go the more un- 
concernedly on in their Sins 3 ſcoffing at revealed 
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PROVERBS XV. Part of the 24. Verſe. 


lief of a God hath upon the Minds ef 
Men, proceedeth immediately from the Be- 


ſeeing without a Providence, God (with Re- : 


abeut his Creatures, as the looſe Libertines and 


Religious of 


of 
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at "God mid World. 92 e's, IF 
independ inkers, and, in their X. A 
ond Concert wiſe and, Kdowing Men, and Maf. ww 
ters at Reaſoning (or rather go on carping and 
cavilling at, what they do not, or will not under- 
ſtandz) I fay, of theſe Men it may be faid, 
(upon many Occafions;): that profeſſi ing themſelues to 
be N they become: Fuult, Rom. i. 22. eſpecially 
her they turn their Reaſon againſt chat God 
; who; gave: it to: them for much better Purpoſes, 
or to y it to his Glory, and in his Service. 
For otherwiſe the Mouth of (ſuch) Fools poureth 
otitFookſbneſs. | The Context then, or the whole 
Verſe (as before cited) contains an elegant Antithe- 
lis, or Oppoſition, betwixt two different Parties 
_ of | Mankind in this lower World; (i. e.) the 
wite or good, and the fooliſn, wicked, or 5 
| And withal thews one notorious Mar 
Diſcrimination 3 in the Conduct of the one Sort, - 
Compared to that of the other, with Relation to 
uſeful Science truly fo called, and to a ſuperfici- 
al Sort of Knowledge, which only puffeth ſome 
vain and felf-conceited Perſorls up, out of mea- 
ſure. For only the Tongues of the wiſe ufeth\Know- 
ledge aright : as much as to ſay, A virtuous, 
good, on diſcreet. Man, is a Man of an excel- 
ſent Spirit; or of à good Underſtanding; and 
knows how and when to impart his — 
to others, ſo as to render it no leſs acceptable 
than uſctul to ti But the Fool, (⁊obo ſaith in his 
Heart there is no Ged, no Providence) is.fo:confuſed 
in his Thoughts, and ſo confident and vain in his I- 
 magiriations, that-hisfooliſh'Heart being darkened, 
| 2 ſerveth him to proclaim his errant and down - 
right Folly or Unbelief; 1 ſay Unbelief, becauſe, 
das a — ao n. N obſer ves, A poor 
„ 2 9 Smattering 
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X. Men into Infidelity: whereas a deep Inſight 
ww "TING: it, will, by a Chain of Cauſes,” direct a 
c iſe Man to the Ran Tante, and the laſt End 
of all Things, even to that ſupreme Being cal - 
led GOD: ARE al "Thing do conſiſt, 
and whoſe Providence every Thin depends. 
1 9 endeavour to ras divine 
Providence againſt ſome Objections or Cavils, 
raiſed or urged A it, by ſuch Fools (as Solo- 
mon in my Text ſpeaks of) whoſe: Mouths pour 
out -Foolifhneſs. © And ; in. proſecuting my Aloregaid 
rand 1 ſhall obſervethe Glowing Method.” 
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; courles, be already aeg which our mo- 
God Providence. . J or tat lic! 


Serre I vill attedipe t to iow the Uidrekidin- 
dleneſs and great Abſurdity of thoſe Objec- 
Benn the, ry to n our Faith m 

i fe | ny 
= indy and 2400, Xx ſhall ant; hain a 0 
Tious Admonition to all (who hear me) ſo 
to believe in God, and to depend upon his 
Froridener, and ſo to bridle their Tongues, 
as that Hy" 4 We OOO IRS — 8 
* _ „ 
1 T 0 hays ori the more ala Objedi. 
ons (other than what, in my former Dienen 
be already examined) which our modern Unbelie- 
vers ay \ hai in l of God's Provi- 


FF goes 2. e in eee. to lead 


g. 1 will lay open ah mai} i on 
jections (other than what, in my former Dif- 


dern Unbelievers ET nn in e * | 
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gong dender anſwered. 101 
dence, And here, as to ſuch Objections as have 8 2 R M.- 
not hitherto been examined, the more material X. 
E (as J think) are theſe three following. 
* Some pretend, that our received Notion o ; 
* Fe Ber ( according to them, who. take upon 
them to contradict it) is inconſiſtent with the 
Happineſs and the indolent Eaſe of God. Then 
24h, That ſach a wiſe and good Providence 
as Believers thereof do aſſert, cannot (ſay Unbe- 
lievers) be conſiſtent with the Various Evils both 
natural and moral, which we ſee every where : 
abound under the Sun. And 4 
3a, That they think {forſooth) that the very 
wretched: Condition to which the greateſt Part of 
Mankind Iſuch are Jet, Mabometans, and Pagan 
Infidels] is abandoned, is in no wiſe to be recon- 
ciled with the Belief of a Providence over all. 
Now theſe being the more plauſible Pretences 
which our modern ſceptical Libertines have ad- 
| . vanced, with a Deſign to baniſh God's Provi- 
dence out of Men's Minds: what I think proper 
firſt to do is, in ſhort, to ſhew what Sort of 
Men'theſe bold Miſcreants are, who do thus i impi-, 
ouſly fight againſt God and his good Providence; 
and an impartial Character being given of them, 
will yield no ſmall Prejudice againſt the Foohſh- 
neſs [or prophane Jargon] which be Mouth of 
1 Fools poureth out. And | 
1, Whereas their admired Ring Lede Epi. 
curus affirmed, 240d primus in orbe Deos fecit li- 
mor, Cc. (i. e. that Men's Fears firſt introduced 
| the Belief of a God in the World ) theſe Diſciples 
5 of Epieurus, were themſelves of old (as Tully ob- 
ſerved of them) errant Slaves to their Fears, 
_ <4. there being no Sort of Men, who are more 
5 = - or * u, than thoſe who _—_ not to 
8 M = wm 
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up they are never 
Gre Aud wh 


9 4 near e of 
DRE OE who. ws Men, are ſo much 
haunted and terrified upon thoſe Occafions | JL laſt 
mentioned, as . 18 he 8 | 
2dly; Another Thing which blame 
all true e of a Frovidence for 72 Cre- 


deny 8 7 x I? 1 5 : 


Yatced about the 3 Eternity of the Wo,” and 


E the fooliſh Stor which. Epicurus tells, as. 973 


the World's mak itſelf; (in Effect) b 
102 Concourſe of 9 8 indiviſihle Iu wt 
Matter: than both "Sappoli WOO, A; can 
well be more - contraditious to ſound 
3 then, 

3dly, 5 Ong: may, 1 thinks ratjonally Or 
that upon all Accounts 550 one faith.) Atheiſm 
may. juſtly, be accounted Folly : not only. as it ph 
_ contrary to the Princip - ſound Reaſqn (fo 
much claimed by Fes: inkers) but to the Rules 
of bk Wilders . whereby the ed F be 


111%, 


ap 25% — an hee ere 24 
Wi 72 "uſeth Know 


© HY ; 2 the Mouth: of. 7 Fools as I have even now X. 


2 of hoſe (in their own fond Coneeit.) 


Wife, but (in Solomon's Opinion) ate but Fools; ; 
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before I proceed farther, I ſhall.only add, that in 
Juſtification of the foregoing Character, {ſhould 
it be thought too ſevere, it may, 1 think, be ex- 
culable, if not only in Solomon s Judgment, but 
in Saint Paul's alſo, it be a true one, with what 
l 5 2 former ſaid of ſuch vain Men, as you have 
already been acquainted : and now let what, the 
2 1 85 Apoſtle Saint Paul faith, 1. Cor. i. be well 
k Fas, IR, wh alſo; who there addreſſing himſelf to 
both Jews Land their Scribes, or reputed wiſe 
Men] and to the Greeks [or Gentiles] alſo, who 
both of them thought the preaching, of tbe Crofs: bf 
_ Chriſt to be Fooliſhneſs, Verſe 18. Whereupon the 
_ Apoſtle referred the Jews to a notable Pro 1 1 
of Jaiab, Chap. xxix. 14, 15. 1 (ſaid God b 
that Prophet) will do 4 marvellous Work. and E 
Wonder, for the Wiſdom of the wiſe Men . ſhall pe- 
riſßb, and the Underſtanding of the Prudent ſball be 
bid. Wo unto them who 2 deep to hide their Coun- 
ſels from the Lord, and ſay, Who ſecth us? Verſe 
15. Where then (faith the Apoſtle there) is the 
. Wiſe? where is the Scribe? where is the. Diſputer 
ef .this World? Ver. 20. And why? but for that 
the Fooliſhneſs 175 God (to uſe the Apoſtle's Word) 
is 20jſer than Men, Ver 25. Whereupon he comes 
to this Concluſion in the following Verſe : 27 
(therefore) ſee your Calling, Brethren, how thut 
not many wiſe Men after the Fleſh, not many migb- 
ty, not many noble, are called. But God hath. cho- 
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ledge, 'afight-; PF. "when. at. the awe ID 'R Me 
arg por out Folly. Having ſhewn what PRI 


Other Cavils of e 


Sz ER M. Wi — the weak Things to confound the Things 
X. which are mighty. Yea, the baſe and deſpicable, 
Wo and Things which are not, to bring to nought Things 


\tbat are. And all this God doeth to this End, 


namely, that no Fleſh ſhould glory in his Preſence, 


N Verſe 29: I now go'on under my 


5 e rat Head of Diltourſe, to ew the 
Umeaſomableneſs and the Abſurdity of thoſe three 
forementioned Objections againſt Providence, or 
to conſider the Fooliſhneſs or Weakneſs of them. 

Fur the natural Man receiveth not the Things of the 


Spirit of God: becauſe they are [eſteemed] Fooliſe- 


meſs unto him; neither can he know them, becauſe 
bey are ſpiritually di iſcerned, I Cor. ii. LY It is 
15 pretended then that | 
1 /, The Notion of a Providents over all 
Things, although'it is generally received and be- 
lieved, by Jeus and by Chriſtians, yet (fay the 
Objectors) ſuch Notion is inconſiſtent with the 
Happineſs, and the indolent Eaſe of God; (i. e.) 
of a God who is ſuch an one as themſelves; or, as 
if the God, who is happy in himſelf, and ſelf-ſufi- 
cient, could, in Derogation to his" own infinite 
Fulneſs and Perfection, receive any Acceſſion 
at all, to his moſt compleat Happineſs, and 
much leſs in the Way of Indolence as to his 
Creatures, or his taking no Care of them, nor 
having any Concern for their Welfare. And if 
this is not to blaſpheme God's Honour, I know 
-not-yrhat is ſo. All this filly Stuff then, is © at 
« beſt a groſs Miſtake, arifing from Men's mea- 
«© ſuring God's Ways by their own, whoſe Minds 
are ſo narrow, and whoſe Power is ſo limited, 
that (as a learned Man truly obſerved) we can- 
1 not attend * 3 to many T hings 
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* 1 tc at once.“ But that God cannot, becauſe no S ERM - 
> I Creature. can do ſo, is what none but a Fool, or X. 

F | a Madman will dare to Ae. upon ſerious WW 
| * Thought. 


Again 
| 3 What is e objected 4 others, (. 6. e 
.at a wiſe and good Providence cannot (lay they) _ 
be conſiſtent with the many various Evils | 
natural and moral too, which do. every where ſo 
abound in this lower World: If (ſay they) there 
is a merciful and gracious Providence which over- 
ruleth the World, how can it be ſuppoſed, that 
I fo many and grievous Calamities and Miſeries as 
befal Mankind, ſhould. be inflicted. by its Suffer- 
ance ? or. how could ſo many great Irregularities 
in Men's Lives be permitted thereby? I anſwer, 
that firſt, as to the moral Evils committed by the 
Sons of Men ; ; theſe are the enormous Sins, into 
which all the Poſterity of the firſt Tranſgreſſors 
(one only excepted) have fallen, and thereby be- 
came obnoxious to Puniſnment; as Man hath yet 
leſt ſome Freedom of- Will, with a corrupt Na- 
ture, which by its very ſeminal Principles, com- 
municated from the Parents to their Off-ſpring, 
not a few natural Evils, Diſeaſes, and Maladies, 
do likewiſe proceed, and therewith much Trou- 
ble and Pain, which not ſeldom do ſhorten their 
Days ; And for the reſt, ſurely God may juſtly 
puniſh ſych who deſerve it, and be clear when 
he is judged ; without being: aſked by his Crea- 
tures [Angels or Men] Vat doeſt thin ? What! 
Shall 5 the Fudge of the whole Earth do right'? 
Gen. xviii.'25. Yea, he has declared that he, 
without Reſpect of Perſons, will render to every 
55 according to their Deeds, whether good or bad: 
Wt Uh, 7 . 
3 "By 5 . . : > l 8 | 3dly, Qthers E 
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IX hes Ov Kr: 
nen, Mabmetans, and Pages Ifidels are Trek 


0 hk © bes State of the fore mentioned Utibelievers 


a * yea, for Sodom and Gemerraby at the loft | 


Fay, that e 
Part of Mankind, all 


hitherto found to continue in, is What (f, tor Garg | 
lief 1 


is in no wiſe to be recbnciled with the 
a wiſe, good, and watchfiil Providence. To 
_ which, I conceive, as God's Ways are far above, 
and out of our Sight, i therefote may ſuffice t 


Ant the Coideffith of modern Trifidels, 


Home of whom probably do believe a Provi- 


Hence) is a wretched Condition, is, 1 Thittk, a 


good Reifon why they who form this Obje&tion, 
Thgula eſteem themſelves, if not in ſo bad, yet 
but in a little better Condition, upon Account = 
their- own Infidelity : Yea rather, 


24%, That the latter may expect to fare much 


Volt than the former, at the Judgment of the 


rent Day, for the following Reaſons. 


- oft, Becauſe theſe do offend againſt a greater 


and clearer ' Light, That of divine Revelation, 


chan thoſe Pagan-Infidels can fin againft, as be- 


ing conducted only by their blinded Reaſon, and 


by the Law of Nature. And 


2dly, Becauſe, in fuch Caſe, they who can ſee 
the Truth, but will not, are the more inexcuſable 
(no doubt) in the Sight of God than others, who 
are (as it were) born blind. For that Servant who 
knew bis Lord's Will, but did not according 10 his 
Wal, ſhall be beaten with many Stripes. ereas, 


he who knew not, and did omit Things worthy of 


_ Stripes, ſhall be beaten with few, Luke xii. 47, 48. 


And our Saviour farther aſſured the incredulous 
Jews, that it ſhould be more tolerable for Tyre and 


. Dov 


— im the foregoing 


ments 


and move them to yield to their reaſonable Ho 


A* r 4 bo 2 ; 
E " . "IH 2 3 * * 
r : _ * fo a „ * 41 75 
L s ** 1 2 K FP b s c ; 4 
5 ; 27 5 . LS 
5 . * : 
1 WN A 5 5 
Fe; 4 
, a : L 4 . © s 1 
2% Y N A 4 0 2 
4 * 3 4 . 
x 5 , 1 : 7 N 44 
£ 8 7 e 
» 2 
G * 
* 22 d 
* 
8 


. ont in itheir mes, 5 . I 


belief, and-fianed againſt- their own Souls in « 
poſing him, hie Miracles, and Doctrine, eve 
ſt, Conviction of many of them (oe abr) 
Reaſons, as to che laſt 
Objection (and rm — has been ſaid againſt 
the two preceding ones at this Time) I conclude, 
that neither the one nor the other, are any Argu- 
.againft Gocks Providence in the World, 
which continually difpleys ire in all Places, and 
extends itſelf unto every Creature ; as I have at 
large ſhewn before. Therefore, ; 


— Thirdly and Laſtly, It remains, this upon. clo- 


2 85 ſing up this moſt dal Subject, as concerning 
Providence, the Belief whereof ſo happily influ- 


enceth the Minds of Men, as to diſpoſe them to 
believe in God, to fear before him, and to be- 
come ſincerely religious alſo ; for the forementi- 


 _ oned Reaſons, Let me admoniſh and beſeech you, 
to depend upon God's Providence in any Diſtreſs 
you may fall under; and to learn to plane | 


Tongue, ſo as that it may uſe Knowledge aright, 


and not pour out Fooliſhneſs. In a Word, the 


Name of God (which is God: himſelf ) and of 


his Providence over all, is ſo much the fame in 
_ Scripture-language, that he who knows: the one, 


cannot be excuſably ignorant of the other; and 
conſequently is bound in Duty to profeſs openly, 
his firm Belief. of Both, conſidering how neceſſa- 
ry ſuch Belief is to our being truly religious, 
and how forcibly the Evidence it proceeds from 
(as has been ew fore) is, as being ſuch, as 
cannot but affect all ſober and conſiderate Minds, 


and Fears, which. wonderfully influence both our 
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| the Obligations of 
«©; Religion in our Minds, we „ above all 
ings, endeavour to look thoro oughly into 
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may be expoſed unto, by Infide- 
. 5 10 and Popery ;. and how a 
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| Religion by all h whul Dag and 


* 1 : V. ry , = 1 ; + £ 
e * 7 8 14 S , 4 F 
- Fr - 
; % 4 ? 
* "I ? „ 4 
. 4 18 Y 
- 1 4 ; i * 
8 WE” A 4 K "= *Y ab Py n 
+ "PIX 5 9 £ 1 by 5 N + S 3 
: þ% * 4 5 4 * x 


5M 8 4 L M Xl. 3. 6 N a 


rr 


F te R . be deftroyed, what can the 4 
FBeaghaua b 110 01 


; 5 3 ; . * ; þ 7 
Ks . F ES : A 
Fi y 4 . 3 * 

— e + 


Have in thei foregoing; Diſcourſes' relied SE RM. 
voured to ſhew you (notwithſtanding the Ef. XI. 
3 forts of the incredulous to the contrary, yet) LY 
4 "oy that the Providence of God is the principal Aſy- 
PEP Jum, Safe- guard, or ſure Refuge for all good 
Men to flee unto, for Help in any needful Time 
of Trouble; and for Protection from the Infults 
alſo of the Enemies of the Church of God, and 
-of the true Religion; who attempt to raze the 
Foundation of the former, and to ridicule and 
expoſe the latter as much as they can. I therefore * 
"did dunk aged to farther make you ſenſible ma of 
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XI. fatal 


| onſequences of their fallacious Reaſonings, 
| * (Ares they 


Deſigns, and to perſwade you to avoid the ill 


b — Lag! of . — 70 into them; 1 thought 


F.am- now ehtaring Up- 


mentio of. Por if b Foundation be de 
¹ can the: Niginenus ar And here; Heft 


Szn M, the pemicious Deigm of Unizlievers, and of the 


| arg hearkened wnto)—to undermine 
* Bocelli #1 fay mien, in order to prevent, ſuch their 


8 * * — to my {aid foregoing 
Biken e for the Reaſons I even now — 


to; conſider the Words, and for the better 2 


ift, 6 That albeit the Church uni- 
verſal being built on the Foundation of the Apoſtles 


aud Prophets, whereof Jaſus Chriſt himſelf is the 


12 —. ication of then ; 10 I. crave Your Faxjetce to 


neren, Eph. if. 20. is im Virtue of his 


Promiſe, ſo built on a Rock, as never to fail till 


the End of al Things Matt. xxviii. 20. Yet it is 
true in Fact, that any particular Church ma ay fail, 


* 


(Beewule many ſacky Hawe fulled z) withiels. hb Once 


: — ſeven famous Churches of Ai, and the renown- 
ed Churches of Africa alſo, which now are not. 
hd thus it may be with any+ other particuſar 


Church, while a moſt juſt God, who. governeth 


NN the World when he is proveked to Wrath, by 


nataly go on in their Sins, and reſuſe to return, 


mays in Merey, hear long with fuchaPeople ; 


1 * 


ther by ſending on them a Famine of the Word, 


| n or to break rde walt of hls dene 


any ſinful People laden with Iniquity, ok. 5 


rapent, — 2 reform; I ſay, that though God 


will he ar laſt avenge himſelf on them if 
they ſtand out in their Impenitency; and that ei- 


3 Es « by ſuffering their Enemies W — 
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* ſame or like Effects (even, in natural Equity, as 
YH * as bx the Law, of gd), and though I can- 


F tion how: this. ſinful. Nation has twice, in the laſt: 
 perience found i, as 1 fad, cue, , When by. 


5 an unnatural, Rebellion, the Government both in 
Church and State was, quite overturned, 


1 narchy and Confufion enſued 3 and as the; Conſe 
quence of that Wickedneſs, 2djy, When the 


many Occaſions, at laſt adhered to the Popiſh In- 
| tereſt; to the great Hurt, or extreme Hazard of 


: Councils, and an illegal Adminiſtration in the / 


very, Brink of Ruin, or very near to a fatal Cri - 
An both. in Church and State. Which albeit: I. 


0 of boch thoſe; moſt dre: 

2 to the great Governour of the World for his un- 
5 dau of the Burning, Amos iv. 11. Hamſucrer, 1 
eee ee eee eee Danger 


under (or much leſs from) the preſent Adminiſtra- 
1 nieg . all the Diſtres ſhe may fall into, 


| aw > icular 8 I 
pleaſant: Vineyard, and; her liens it waſte 8 ERM. 


. — deſolate; or finally, by utterly removing their NI. 
Lace out. of its Place. Now though the ge 


ſame. or likę Cauſes may, any where, produce the 


With Abhorrence, on the one hand, men- 


Age (in about Forty-eight Years). by woful Ex- 


and Ae: 


chen two next Heirs, to the Crown, were actually 
perverted to the Church of Rome, and (though 
acting covertly for ſome. Years, yet) openly upon 


their own Subjects, and at long: run, by Jeſuitical 
State, all. was, in a few Years; brought to the 
you in Mind of, with Horror: Vet, the won 


and, (almoſt) mirgauious. Deliverances out 


idful: Shocks „ Call aloud 
upon us, for our moſt hearty Gratitude and Praiſe: 


ſpeakable Benefits, who phicked: us as 4 Hirebrand 


do hete ſolemnly farther premiſe and declare, 
2dy,, That I do not in the leaſt i intimate a 


is 


112 


2 : Of * Dingio®t 


ſhe has 


\ E : 9 * R M. is thiefly owing to the Want of t — 1 
3 


mitive Diſcipline in our Church, whi 


long wiſhed may again be reſtored And not 
without Reaſon, ' conſidering what a Torrent of 
Errors in the Faith; once delivered © unto the 


Saints, by the Revival of many antient Hereſies, 


and a Superfetation of ſome new ones, are ſprang 


up in our Days; and what an unruly Spirit of 
Libertiniſm is of late Years let looſe amongſt 
us, through the forementioned Deficiency of an 


wholſome Diſcipline in our Church, to the great 
Decay of true Chriſtian Piety ; under Pretence 


of ſetting up a Religion of Nature (called by 
ſome Infidels of late, the Golden Religion) but 


in Reality to ſupplant the Chriſtian Revelation, ; 


and thereby to, Exe. xxi. 27. overturn, over- 
zurn, overturn, the true Church of Chriſt in the 


World. So that under ſuch deplorable Circum- 
8 the Words of holy David in his Diſtreſs, 
„I hope, without Offence, be taken into our 
, to forewarn ſothe: lukewarm, and 
other indolent People, of the real Danger we are 


in: and to ſhew all, who wiſh well to our eſta- 


bliſnhed Church, how: to behave themſelves with 


Patience, / Prudence, and with ſuch a Zeal for 
our common Mother, as may render our Prayers 
and lawful Endeavours acceptable in the Sight 


of God, and through the Interceſſion and Merits 


of Jeſus Chriſt, be efficacious to preſerve his 
little Flock till the End of the World. But 
mean while, if the Foundations [ thereof, be 
in Danger of being] deſtroyed, it nearly concerns 


the Righteous to conſider, on their Part, as well 
what they can do [for the Support] as wicked and 
dly Men do, on their Part, to demoliſh + 
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the oppoſing the fundamental Principles of 

— the! Doctrine of Chriſt doth chiefly proceed? 
I fay chiefly, becauſe” I do not pretend to 
enumerate all, or ery ay” 25 oy Fauna. ; 
Par On And” | 


Secondly, 1 hall 9 ede what vo Wien 
or true Chriſtians, in ſuch: Caſe, are to do, 
1 | and how to behave themſelves fo as to give no 

jiuſt Cauſe of Offence, even when the Floods 
8 of ungodly Men do ſo rage, as ſometimes to 
11885 make them afraid. What can the Rightcons do?” 
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2 _ Place, Sus She Quatters the Dunger of 
1 ſipping the Foundations of our Church, and the 
| oppoling the fundamental Principles of the” Doc- 
mine of Chriſt doth chiefly Protecd' 4 . here 
in general I obſerfe 85 
I. That albeit the true Chardh''6f Ubdd hid 8 
| ' ſometimes. had her calm Days of Peace and 
Tranquillity, and then fouriſhed as a green Bay- 
| tree, as in the Days of Conſtantine the firft Chit 
ſtian Emperor, ſhe took Root downward, and 
did bear Fruit upward: yet hath ſhe in moſt 
3 Ages undergone many heavy Storms of Perſecu- 
tion and Adverſity, and ſo has, like the Buſh' 
wh which Moſes ſaw in the Defarr, been always, in 
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per, "which carry a Man, now this Way, and 
anon that Way 1 {© that he fixeth no where,” till 
great Odds,” but it endeth eicher 
in Atheiſm, 0 mP Such is the Impru- 
dence { wo ſay no n f une: A 
zes wines, is the ConduRt of many of the Dif: 
ee World, te che Cauſe of Chri 


reſt of all the reformed Churches, than for pro- 


Seberal; And deſtructzve alſo to che true e, 


feſſecl Chriſtians and Proteſtaits to fall out one | 


s Dip 
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about tlie Out: ſkirts 4 


i: eh om 
fail to create Diviſions; and not 2 to engen- 
der Hereſies alſo, in the Church of Chriſt, dis- 

| turbing its good Order, deſpiſing its publick Ot. 


dinances, and having a Tendency to Confuſioh 


Faich are apt ſo to corrupt Men's Minds, as at 
laſt to lead many unthinking People, -into Errors 
in Practice alſo, as Experience teſtifies. And fo 
: again; Errors in Fare; or a bad Life; of a 
vicious and immoral Coverſation, is moſt an end 
productive of Infidelity and een Bat 
neut I come to hew, TOR 
_ © 24dly, How: the Fourdationy' eee eee 
are entlangered alſo, through the licentious bad 
Lives, and looſe and immoral Behaviour; of no- 
minal Chriſtians, who (to their Shame be it ſpo- 
ken) do walk as the Enemies of che Croſs of 


Chtiſt, hoſe End (unleſs they do repent,” and 
ä reform, or amend) is (i. e. otherwiſe will be) De. 
8 Welten, beau Belly is-their God, their 
85 Glory, 


uckion at laſt. For Errors a 
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3 Se, 18 a der ei has 4 do Sabi 5 


EI. 2 Things, Pbilip, iii. 18, 19. (i. e.) are im- 


ſenſual, catth] y-minded.. This ſame Wiſs, | 
12 is alſo called = Saint Janes, deviliſp, as it 
deſdendeth not from above, but is from beneath, 


ag being full of envying and Strife, it is produc- 


tive of 


ſion, and of every evil Work, 


Cbap. iii. 5 15, 16. and conſequently is as perni- 


cious to all 


Society, Peace, and Grder, in Go- 


vemment both eccleſiaſtical and temporal: as the 


MWiſdom that is from aboye, being 


; cent 


peaceable, 
e, placable, full of good Fruits, without 


Vrangling and double — — alſo ; is the great 


Val And for the Truth of this, I. 


Support, yea, 
Church and 8 Stats. and what ſecures the Founda- 


the Stability of Government in 


tions of Both from che Inſults of the Sons of Be- 
dare appeal 


to the Experience of the World, and to the very 
| Wan, and Nature of the Thing, But farther 


7 at. Another ras, Deter to our F 8 
in Relation not only to our. eſtabliſhed Church 


and reformed Religion, but to our civil Rights, 


dur Laws and Liberties, Root and Branch, is the 
ſiurprizing Growth of Popiſh Idolatry and Super- 


ſtition, and the reſtleſs Endeavours of their Miſſi- 
onaries in City and Country, in ſeducing our Peo- 
ple from our Communion. into their Church; to 
the ſtre ing their Party, by adding very 

conſiderable Numbers thereto, and to a Propor- 


SY tionable- Diminurioi.. and Weakening of our's. 


' deſerved]; too; ſeeing 


This hath alarmed the Nation of late, and very 
every one ſo deluded by 


them, is, in Effect, a: Subject loſt to our Sove- 


reign:Lord the King, as having transferred his 


* r ber Obedience in _ to the Pope, and his - 
. Under- mY 
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any Jew b — : K Church, e. 


= Hagan and their Allegiance t0 a Preten 82 a 
der (Who is . under the Pope's Wing at NI. 
Rome) and who lays claim to the Crown of theſe: * A 
| Kingdoms... Beſide, che Romaniſts do take upon E 
> i  them..tor unchurch us, as Hereticks, in their We: 
„ Eſteem; and as ſuch, do curſe and excommuni- | 4 
„ ff cate us, by Bell, Book, and Candle, at leaſt once 
erer And how-inhumanly the Proteſtants 
B 5 under Popiſh Princes are uſed I doubt 
e not, but ſome of you have heard; and what baſe 
5 Returns, for their "being: connived at here to wor- 
"P | 
t 
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| ſhip ( God in private, and i in their own. Way, they 
every where make us, is notorious in Fact. The 
great Men of our Nation begin to be well ap- 
| prized of this Danger, as appears from a late ve - 
5 ry loyal Addreſs of the — ol ot 
| $1 rn of the Province of Canterbury, now 
1 aſſembled in Convocation, to the King's Majeſty, : 
| ſetting forth the Danger aforeſaid; from the inſo- 
ent Behaviour of the Jeſuits, and other Popiſh 
1 Prieſts, in Defiance of our Laws; and from our 
5 gracious Sovereign's Anſwer, to that Addreſs; in 
| which, his Majeſty: promiſed. to pry and 
encourage the Clergy, in their juſt Endeavours 
to countermine the Deſigns. of their Popiſh Ad- 
verſaries, which it muſt. (for Want of Tims) ſuf⸗ 
_ * fice at preſent juſt to mention, as concerning the 
Diangers which may threaten the Foundations of 
the true Religion of any particular true Church of 
Chriſt, while mulirang.] ore en N and. dn 
| * 8 nom game. 21) nr 5) 
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can do, when compaſſed about with, and perſe- 
cCiuted by wicked Men; or how good Men, when 

1 1 Wo: ee ill Treatment by bad Men, 
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; : and Tears were tes Aves which the _ 4f 


"pf, when all the ſe 
hr their utter Ex- = 5 
termination a Rain, and to ſap the Foundat :. 
des of the Chriſtian Chureh; whereupon they en- 
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